
The Rock Products Industry 

www.azrockproducts.org 

Stone, sand, and gravel (Aggregates) are mined from the ground and             

mechanically processed into different size rocks that make up the natural       

ingredient in concrete and asphaltic concrete, or used for landscapes.  Cement is 

a binding ingredient made from natural minerals, mined and processed into a 

powder; when combined with aggregates and water, it forms concrete.           

Asphaltic concrete is the  combination of oil and aggregates and makes up most 

of the road surfaces in America.  These natural resources are the most widely 

used construction materials in the world and  provides  millions of Americans 

with the quality of life we know today. 
 
The value of the aggregates industry in America is profound when considering 

its impact on the economy and jobs.  Construction sand & gravel is produced by 

an estimated 4,100 companies and government agencies from approximately 

6,600 operations in 50 states.  10 states produce 52% of the nation’s aggregates 

supply and Arizona ranks in the top five.  Every $1 million in aggregate sales 

creates 19.5 jobs, and every dollar of  industry output returns $5.69 to the   

economy.  
 
In 2014, the Arizona rock products industry created a direct economic impact of 

nearly $1.7 billion with an indirect impact of $3 billion annually for Arizona.  

The industry employed 6,272 direct workers, 15,720 indirect workers and     

contributed $830 million in personal income.  Additionally, the industry       

supplied essential materials to the construction industry that employed an      

additional workforce of 125,330.  

Did You Know... 
 
Arizona has 584 rock products facilities which includes; aggregate mines,    
concrete batch plants and hot mixed asphalt plants; 
 
There are 191 aggregate mines in Arizona; 
 
A 2000 square foot house requires 400 tons of aggregate material; 
 
A one mile lane of freeway requires about 38,000 tons of aggregate material; 
 
Aggregates make up 94% of asphalt pavement and 80% of concrete; 
 
There is more than 2.6 million miles of paved roads and highways in the U.S. 
and 93% of those are surfaced with asphalt; 
 
Twice as much concrete is used in construction than the total of all other   
building materials, including wood, steel, plastic, and aluminum; 
 
A metropolitan airport requires 1,320,000 tons of aggregate material. 



Advanced Careers 

Careers In the Rock Products Industry 

 Concrete Ready-Mix Truck Driver        $48,300 — $72,000 

 Medium Duty Truck Driver                  $30,000 — $41,600 

Heavy Equipment Operator  

Commercial CDL Driver 

Plant Operations 

 Front End Loader Operator       $36,400 — $52,600 

 Aggregate Haul Truck Driver       $36,400 — $48,600 

 Dozer Operator         $37,400 — $50,000 

 Excavator Operator        $37,400 — $50,000 

Yearly Income Range 

 Concrete Batch Plant Operator       $56,000 — $65,000 

 Asphalt Plant Operator        $55,000 — $70,000 

 Repair & Maintenance Mechanic       $44,100 — $52,000 

 Mobile Mechanic         $40,000 — $70,000 

 Quality Control Manager        $36,400 — $49,000 

 Plant Manager         $45,000 — $80,000 

 Laborer          $32,200 — $37,500

 Safety Management*       $50,000 — $80,000 

 Environmental Management*      $55,000 — $85,000 

 Geologist*         $52,000 — $86,000 

 Engineering*        $60,000 — $85,000 

 Sales & Marketing*       $55,000 — $80,000 

 Accounting/Controller*       $75,000 — $94,000 

 Human Resource Management*      $60,000 — $85,000 

Factors that influence income include: market conditions, experience level, economic 

activity, operation size, company size,  level of responsibility, work performance,      

education level, overtime work wages, and more.  Figures reflect the year 2015. 

*Requires a minimum four year undergraduate degree. 

Skilled Trades 

Administrative Jobs 
 Receptionist         $19,000 — $35,000 

 Accounts Payable / Receivable Clerk      $23,000 — $41,000 

 Office Manager         $26,000 — $59,000 

 Dispatcher          $21,000 — $45,000 

 Human Resources Assistant       $25,000 — $46,000 


