
ACCELERATE ARIZONA 

A business-focused 
effort designed to elevate 
awareness around forward-
thinking, sustainable 
transportation infrastructure.

Led by the Arizona Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, 
our goal is to build a broad 
coalition of champions 
for a stronger statewide 
transportation system that 
meets Arizona’s growth 
and economic development 
needs. Specific strategies 
for this education and 
awareness campaign 
include researching Arizona’s 
most critical transportation 
needs, communication and 
message development and 
stakeholder outreach. 

Why Transportation Matters to Arizona’s Communities and Economy: 
• Faster Commute: 88% of Arizona workers drive to work. Two million Phoenicians are on 

the road during rush hours every week day. Better highways mean less traffic and a faster 
commute. Time spent in traffic is time taken away from your family and your business. 

• Better for Business: 557 million tons of freight move through Arizona annually. Nearly 
85% of all freight moving through the state uses the highway system. The value of goods 
delivered by trucks is expected to double between 2010 and 2040. Congestion slows the 
movement of food and merchandise. It raises prices and erodes the bottom line.

• More Manufacturing Jobs: Manufacturing currently supports about 155,000 jobs in Arizona 
and accounts for over 10% of the real gross state product (GSP). Domestic exports 
represent between 25% and 35% of the state’s total GSP. Arizona’s strategic position 
in the Southwest provides unparalleled access to major markets in Southern California 
(23 million people), Texas (26 million), and throughout the Mountain West (Salt Lake City, 
Denver, Las Vegas and more).

• Advances International Trade: One out three manufacturing jobs in the U.S. is directly 
dependent upon international exports. Small and medium-size enterprises in Arizona 
accounted for 27% of our international exports in goods in 2012. Ninety-five % of the 
world’s customers live outside of the United States. Our immediate proximity to Northern 
Mexico provides not only access to the 10 million people living right there, but also serves 
as a gateway to other major Latin American markets. 

Growth and Needs:
• Arizona is one of the fastest growing states 

in the USA. Our roads and highways are not 
keeping pace with population growth. 

• To keep pace with growth, our state 
highways need investment totaling $88.9 
billion over the next 25 years according to 
the Arizona Department of Transportation. 
With current revenues, the estimated actual 
funds available are only $26.2 billion, less 
than 30% of what is needed. 
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LEARN MORE 

AccelerateAZ.com

@accelerateaz

 accelerateaz

Get the Facts:
• State Gas Tax Facts

 ❍ Arizona’s gas tax is 18 cents per gallon, about 12 cents lower per gallon than the 
national average.

 ❍ Has lost 44% of purchasing power due to inflation since last increase in 1990

 ❍ Average driver spends $9 per month on state gas tax.

 ❍ Arizona’s lane miles have increased 29% since last gas tax increase. We have more 
roads to maintain with fewer real dollars.

• Arizona’s Highway Users Revenue Fund (HURF)

 ❍ Primary source of funding for road/highway construction and maintenance.

 ❍ Is funded by a combination of the state’s gas tax and other vehicle fees. 

 ❍ Statewide HURF revenue is $9.6 billion below what was forecasted.

 ❍ HURF revenues are still only at the 2005 level. We have lost a decade of revenue 
growth.  

 ❍ Due to state budget deficits, a total of $1.7 billion has been swept from the HURF for 
other government activities.

 ❍ Without further revenue, we will not have the money we need to build new roads and 
highways or to safely maintain existing ones. 

 ❍ We need an Arizona-based solution with rigorous accountability and transparency 
measures – a solution that ensures Arizona tax dollars are spent on Arizona’s roads. 

• Federal Highway Fund

 ❍ The federal government has been a key partner in funding transportation infrastructure 
since the early 1900s and helped build the interstate system, which contributed to 
America’s great economic progress during the 20th century. 

 ❍ Federal funds currently provide half of Arizona’s total transportation revenues.

 ❍ This funding source is no longer reliable.

 ❍ Set to go bankrupt in May without congressional action. This would mean a loss to 
Arizona of $826 million in the 2015 fiscal year.

 ❍ Congress has been authorizing short-term patches and general fund transfers for the 
past seven years. 

Why Act Now? 
• The majority of freight shipments are delivered by trucks. The Federal Highway 

Administration expects this volume to more than double by 2040. 

• Since the 1970s, the basic carrying capacity of Interstates 8 and 10 has remained virtually 
unchanged, this slows down access to major markets on the West Coast and America’s 
heartland. 

• Roadway conditions are a significant factor in approximately one-third of traffic fatalities. 
Arizona’s rural roads are especially treacherous, with a fatality rate more than double the 
national average.


