
Active Shooter 
WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT?  









Most experts agree even If you are armed, run/ hide/ fight is the best 
option 
  

WHY? 

1. Active shooter response is a very daunting task even for a well armed, well trained officer 
2. Most people caught in an active shooter are not wearing body armor 
3. Most people who carry concealed only carry sort barreled, small capacity, defensive 

weapons, with very little secondary ammunition. A large percentage of active shooters 
enter the area where they are going to commit the homicides with body armor and high 
capacity semi-automatic weapons with a large amount of spare ammunition to reload. 

4. What happens when several non uniformed people with guns meet in one area during a 
very emotional and harrowing event? 

5. What happens when you have your gun out and are met by uniformed officers looking for 
a man with a gun? 

6. Defensive weapons and training work best when used in defense. Offensive tactics and 
weapons are a different world all together.  





What you can expect from First Responders 



What you can expect from First Responders / 
Two responses that are currently accepted 

 Direct to threat small teams, or single officers 

 1. Often times with the dynamic nature of 
active shooter, there is no time to assemble a 
SWAT team 

 2. Officers are instructed and trained in tactics 
that use small teams of available officers, or 
single man tactics 

 3. These techniques are faster (Direct to 
threat) not as methodical as a search. Officers 
will bypass injured people, potential booby 
traps, and other distractions, and go directly to 
where the known threat is.  

 Active search larger teams, or organized SWAT 

 1. A methodical measured approach 

 2. This would happen if the Active shooter had 
gone to barricade 

 3. This approach searches and clears 
everything in the path of the responding team 

 4. Threats are neutralized or cleared so that 
trauma and first aid teams can work safely 





Considerations 
DO’S 

 1. Follow officers instructions 

 2. Show your hands 

 3. Drop to the floor 

 4. Tell officers what they need to know 

      a. Location of shooter(s) if known 

      b. Number of shooters 

      c. Description 

      d. Weapons 

DON'TS 

 1. Point (especially at the officers) 

 2. Don’t scream 

 3. Don’t pick up weapons 

 4. If you are armed immediately drop yours 

 5. Do not argue with responders 

 6. Do not try to safeguard personal 

      possessions 

 7. Do not point or gesture with a cell phone or    

      anything in your hands 

  



Things that police might do 

 1. Do not be surprised if you get hand cuffed or searched and secured 

 2. If the shooting is still active, or suspect still outstanding, the responders will bypass injured or 
dying in an attempt to find the shooter to keep him from injuring or killing more people 

 3. The police will shortly after the event, sometimes during, grill you for information and witness 
statements. Sometimes the questions are not easy, especially if you know the shooter, or victims 

 4. Be aware that you may be segregated from other people and held for an extended period of 
time for information based on what is believed you may know 

 5. Cell phones or recording devices will be scrutinized and regarded as evidence 

 6. you will be photographed and identified for investigation purposes 

 7. Your clothing may be taken as evidence 

  



Resources 
DSAC (DOJ) HOMELAND SECURITY 


