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Purpose of this Document:  

 

In early 2013, the Arizona Rock Products Association (ARPA) Board and Committee Chairmen 

began development of the organization’s Guiding Principles Policy Document by surveying 

members, hosting strategic planning sessions, and looking at effective past and current programs 

for ARPA.  In order to gain a better understanding of successes the organization has had and 

challenges the industry has faced, staff worked with the ARPA’s Executive Board, members of 

the Board of Directors and other Committees to refine and communicate the desires of the 

membership.   

 

The primary focus areas, as identified through the foregoing process and ratified by the ARPA 

Board of Directors, will emphasize (1) government relations, including transportation, water, and 

power infrastructure funding, and regulatory reform, (2) improving community relations for the 

industry, (3) private and public land issues, and (4) technical product specification work.  This 

document contains guiding principles or positions of the Association and will act as a framework 

for effectuating changes in order to sustain the viability of the rock products industry.   

 

Following is an overview of the key strategic agenda items for the 2013-14 year: 

 

1. Government Relations (Federal and State) 

 

a. Transportation and Infrastructure Funding  

 

 Advance ARPA’s Legislative and Business Agenda. 

 Create opportunities for ARPA members to interface with various 

government and regulatory leaders. 

 Educate the public regarding the economic development needs of the 

State. 

 Development of a broad coalition of business interests to advocate and 

support state based funding initiatives.  

 Assist in the retention of existing funding levels and secure additional 

funding for highways and infrastructure.  

 

b. Regulatory Reform  

 

 Development of a Pinal County Implementation Plan for PM10 that 

protects transportation funding without imposing additional unnecessary 

measures or sanctions on the industry. 

 Protection of aggregates through promotion of thoughtful state, city and 

county planning for construction materials. 
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 Cultivate industry support with local, state, and federal political candidates 

by providing critical campaign funds through ARPA PAC. 

 Promote the development of scientifically sound and reasonable regulatory 

policies at all levels of government for environmental, health, and safety 

issues relating to the rock products industry. 

 Promote compliance and training for commercial vehicles and 

transportation safety related initiatives through ADOT, MVD, DPS and 

local jurisdictions.  

 Continue to promote fair and informed tax policies and initiatives that will 

address the realities of the rock products industry and the current 

economic situation. 

 

2. Community Relations  

 

 Improve the perception of the Arizona Rock Products Association industry and 

community relations overall. 

 Promote education and workforce development by working with the Human 

Resources Committee on workforce development, mining sector specific 

curriculum development and recruiting efforts. 

 

3. Land  
 

 ARPA will protect both public and private land interests as well as the mining 

zoning exemption pursuant to ARS §11-812. 

 

4. Technical Product Specifications 

 

Continue vital technical product specification work with Federal (FHWA), State 

(ADOT), Counties (County DOT’s, water & wastewater) and Municipalities (MAG & 

PAG) for aggregates, concrete and asphalt. 

 

I. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS (FEDERAL AND STATE) 
 

A. Federal Guiding Principles  
 

1. Transportation and Infrastructure  

 

Government Reform  

 

Long Term:  ARPA supports reformation of entitlement programs, tax reform, 

spending and major drivers of the deficit and debt which disproportionately 
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impact core government functions, such as national defense and critical 

transportation and infrastructure. 

 

Taxation 

 

Long Term:  Support federal tax policy that improves competitiveness while 

responsibly balancing the federal budget and reducing the national debt. 

 

Transportation  

 

Short Term:  ARPA supports reauthorization of MAP-21. The Federal Highway 

Bill should support a fair federal transportation bill addressing programs, 

including, but not limited to, flexible funding programs (Section 5309), formula 

grants for rural areas (Section 5311), metropolitan and statewide planning and 

non-metropolitan planning (Sections 5303, 5304 and 5305), the development of 

Interstate 11, the Sunbelt Corridor, ports of entry and other key infrastructure 

projects. ARPA will work with Arizona’s Congressional delegation, the Arizona 

Department of Transportation, key stakeholders, and the Governor’s Office to 

advocate for a Federal Highway Bill that, following the expiration of MAP-21, 

provides Arizona with a fair share of funds for roads, highways, airport expansion 

and other transportation needs distributed transparently and with results-based 

accountability.  

 

Long Term: ARPA supports funding for transportation and infrastructure along 

with improvement of border transportation efficiency, adding more lanes for 

traffic, and increased hours of operation at ports of entry along the Arizona-

Sonora border to facilitate the expeditious movement of commerce. 

 

2. Regulatory 

 

Administrative  

 

Short Term:  Support legislation that will promote regulatory streamlining and 

improve agency accountability.  

 

ARPA opposes micro management of state delegated authority and EPA’s efforts 

to prevent Arizona from implementing the Regional Haze SIP.  Not only is this 

“over reach” unlawful, but it results in wasted time and resources by our State 

government.  Industry and agencies experience lack of deference at the local level 

when relying on the state and county for compliance assistance.  Further, EPA 

interprets the rules differently.  This is especially problematic as ARPA facilities 

are considered minor sources by the EPA.  

 

Long Term:  Support a Federal regulatory moratorium similar to Arizona’s state 

program, statutory changes, and work to control the implementation of new 

regulations that reduce the manufacturing sector’s ability to be competitive.  
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Support efforts to disallow the current sue and settle practice.  EPA has allowed 

environmentalists to negotiate settlements for deadlines for new or pending 

rulemakings, preventing industry from both intervening in the suits and having a 

seat at the table for the settlement negotiations. 

 

Advocate for the federal permitting process to be both streamlined and expedited. 

Encourage federal agencies to refrain from issuing discretionary regulations and 

policies that could have substantial economic impact on business. 

 

Human Resources  

 

Long Term:  Ensure an affordable, stable, competitive business environment and 

oppose regulatory overreach by the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) and 

other federal agency actions that threaten the rights of employers to make sound, 

lawful business decisions related to the location of their business operations and 

employment policies. Support state legislation that would strengthen Arizona 

Employment Protection Act against NLRB regulatory action.  

 

Support policy that allows employers to establish their own workplace policies 

without expensive government mandates and regulations. 

 

Support immigration laws that improve employer access to legal workers, 

restructure the federal foreign worker system, address identity theft, the cash 

economy, and enable businesses to hire and easily verify workers.   

 

Water  

 

Short Term:  ARPA opposes the current Federal Clean Water Act Guidance 

Document.  EPA is working on a rule based on the Guidance identifying waters 

protected by the Clean Water Act, and will greatly increase the scope of what is 

considered “waters of the US,” including generally dry areas. This goes far 

beyond practicable limits established by Congress and the US Supreme Court and 

usurps congressional authority by effectively removing “navigable” from the 

Clean Water Act.  ARPA asserts that Congress should deny EPA the funding to 

broaden the jurisdictional determination beyond the 2008 Guidance.  Monitor new 

developments exempting sand and gravel operations to understand any potential 

limitations of the Guidance. 

 

Air 

 

Short Term:  ARPA supports the continued inclusion of all affected 

stakeholders, including but not limited to, coal fired power plants, cement, 

chemical lime and smelters.  EPA needs to conduct a full and transparent process 

involving all stakeholders to evaluate its proposed rule for the plant and approval 

of Regional Haze SIP. 
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Expeditious approval of Maricopa  County State Implementation Plan (SIP), a 

clean data finding and a fair and defendable process for development of Pinal 

County’s PM10 SIP.  

 

Continue to monitor and advocate for improvements to the Exceptional Events 

Rule that take the natural conditions of the desert southwest into account, allow 

for mediation and are promotive of automatic approval if EPA does not act on a 

submittal.  EPA’s Exceptional Events Rulemaking should require the agency to 

review the state’s exceptional events documentation within 90 days of 

submission.  The rulemaking should provide specific and publically-disclosed 

criteria, developed with the states, on which exceptional events demonstrations 

will be evaluated.  The rulemaking should further make EPA’s decisions on 

exceptional event demonstrations judicially reviewable like other Clean Air Act 

regulatory requirements and require EPA’s decisions on exceptional event 

demonstrations to be timely based on the preponderance of the evidence with 

substantial deference regarding the analysis and findings provided to the states. 

 

Support the repeal of provisions in the SafeTeaLu Transportation reauthorization 

bill that removed exceptional events exemptions such as inversion, drought and 

unseasonably hot and dry weather. 

 

EPA’s finalization of the National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air 

Pollutants (NESHAP’s Rule) should not include changes that result in 

unreasonably low emissions standards that EPA proposes requiring for both 

existing and new facilities.  In addition, continuous emissions monitoring 

requirements will have subsequent technical challenges due to measurements at 

the low levels and compliance will be extremely difficult.  Finally, because the 

limitations are so low and the requirements so stringent, particularly in 

comparison to areas outside the US, it is likely that companies will opt to build 

new facilities outside the US and import cement rather than build a new facility 

within the US.  

 

Solid Waste 

 

Short Term:  ARPA opposes EPA’s efforts to reclassify coal ash from power 

plants as a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Subtitle C 

Hazardous Waste.  The measure would effectively eliminate the beneficial reuse 

of coal ash (both fly ash, which is used as an admixture in ready mixed concrete 

and bottom ash, which is used as a lightweight aggregate.) This would ultimately 

result in significant environmental impacts due to the increased need of virgin 

materials, resulting in more cement and replacement of materials in concrete and 

counters EPA’s very own recycle/reuse policy.  ARPA would like to maintain the 

beneficial use of fly ash and avoid this material from going back into a landfill 

due to significant changes in the properties or material classification.  
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Land 

 

Short Term:  The ARPA supports efforts to reform the Antiquities Act to prevent 

future executive orders which unilaterally designate national monuments without 

the proper input from the public.  The industry recognizes the importance of 

protecting our cultural and historic resources and believes how those lands are 

managed should have the opportunity to be thoroughly vetted in Congress, as 

intended. 

 

Opposition of the newly introduced "Arizona Sonoran Desert Heritage Act of 

2013", H.R. 1799 by U.S. Representative Raúl M. Grijalva (AZ), that would 

withdraw close to 900,000 acres of federal lands from mineral entry and other 

uses associated with its current multiple-use status.   

 

Long Term:  Support Endangered Species Act Reform preventing the extinction 

of species proven to be directly impacted by human activities. Landowners are the 

stewards of the majority of the land base needed for species recovery. ARPA 

supports an Endangered Species Act that assists rather than discourages land 

managers to lead the way to successful species recovery. 

 

Support of a Federal Strategic Minerals Policy that establishes principles that 

make a compelling case for why minerals development is of strategic importance.  

Our precious and aggregate mineral resources should be both protected and 

accessible requiring accountability among regulatory agencies.  Oppose anti-

mining organizations that make these materials off limits to extraction, 

beneficiation and use.  The Federal bill requires the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture and the U.S. Department of the Interior to more effectively develop 

domestic resources of minerals of “strategic and critical importance.”  According 

to the text of the bill, this would include minerals necessary to support domestic 

manufacturing, agriculture, housing, telecommunications and transportation 

infrastructure, or aggregates.  

 

ARPA opposes designating Arizona public lands as Wilderness Areas, National 

Conservation Areas, and Special Management Areas resulting in removing these 

lands from mining and quarrying and creating a ban or limit on exploration 

drilling and geophysical surveying.  ARPA supports multiple-use on Federal 

lands. 

 

B. State and Local Guiding Principles 
 

1. Transportation and Infrastructure  

 

Short Term:  Review and support a funding mechanism based on the 

philosophically aligned findings of the Governor’s Transportation and Trade 

Corridor Alliance, Arizona Commerce Authority, Arizona Department of 

Transportation recommendations, and a directive of the Governor’s Four 
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Cornerstones speech from the State of the State Address. (Recommendations will 

be available in the Fall of 2013.) 

 

Support facilitation of vetted public-private partnerships that would allow private 

sector entities to participate in financing and expeditious construction of 

transportation projects as one of many funding options.  

 

Support state budgeting that maintains dedicated funds for their intended 

purposes, such as the Highway User Revenue Fund.  Restore dedicated funds that 

have been diverted to help balance the state budget. 

 

Long Term: Fund and invest wisely in statewide highway and road construction 

to facilitate commerce and reduce congestion in order to attract and grow 

business. Ensure that adequate, dedicated public funding is available for current 

and future transportation needs. Funding mechanisms should emphasize a “user 

pays” model. 

 

Encourage the development of trade-facilitating infrastructure such as airports, 

land border ports of entry, railroads and highways. Promote the development, 

funding and implementation of a multi-modal ground and air transportation 

system to support Arizona’s growing population and economy and facilitate 

intrastate, interstate, and cross-border commerce. 

 

Facilitate border transportation by improving efficiency, adding more lanes for 

traffic, and increasing hours of operation at ports of entry along the Arizona-

Sonora border to facilitate the movement of commerce.  

 

2. Economic Development 

 

Short Term: Support commercial, residential or government projects that 

increase the viability of the construction materials industry. 

 

Support a full energy portfolio including renewable energy options for the State of 

Arizona. 

 

Support key strategic natural resource and industry partners. 

 

Long Term: Ensure that permit and user fees are used as intended, subject to 

strict accountability measures, and consistent with the work performed. Ensure 

that one-time funds are not used to create new or expanded, ongoing government 

programs. 

 

Support the work of the Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA) to lead statewide 

economic development activities.  Make Arizona more competitive by enticing 

direct investment, expanding existing businesses, and attracting new businesses.  
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Promote economic growth of emerging sectors, including various commercial, 

renewable energy, education, biotech, water infrastructure and related sectors.  

Further, support the development of critical energy infrastructure, including utility 

corridors, generation and transmission facilities, and natural gas infrastructure 

such as transmission, distribution and storage facilities. 

 

3. Budget 

 

Long Term: Continue making the state budgeting process more transparent and 

fiscally responsible and support the state having a truly balanced budget. 

 

Limit the use of non-sustainable budgeting practices that create long-term fiscal 

problems for the state, including fund sweeps from dedicated accounts. Eliminate 

the use of these techniques. 

 

4. Tax Uniformity 

 

Short Term & Long Term:  Continue to support a taxation system that is 

competitive, equitable, consistent, easily administered and that provides revenue 

at the lowest possible tax rates. The taxation system should stimulate economic 

growth, encourage capital investment in Arizona, promote a business climate that 

enhances economic vitality, and not give unfair advantage based on a company’s 

business model.  

 

Sales Tax – Monitor further attempts to reform sales and use tax uniformity 

and simplification pertaining to prime contracting.  Engage in any transaction 

privilege tax (TPT) and use tax changes that create greater uniformity between 

state, county and city tax bases.  Standardize tax imposition and definitional 

language. Continue to promote a simplified and uniform administration of the 

transaction privilege tax system while addressing prime contracting 

specifically through the Board approved ARPA TPT amendment should the 

need arise.  

 

Property Tax - Reduce and reform unfair, inconsistent or disproportionate 

taxation. Recognize the need for a consistent policy that requires minimal 

interpretation by their appraiser. Rely on established and defensible 

procedures that recognize aggregate operations have both common and unique 

characteristics.  Common characteristics include, for example, the impact of 

new slope/setback restrictions on usable land.  Unique to each site is the type 

of operation and its location.  Continue to reduce assessments in other 

counties particularly for areas that are previously mined where the value has 

been extracted and there are the additional costs of reclamation. 

 

Income Tax – Reduce income tax rates for businesses to enhance economic 

growth and competitiveness and ensure income is fairly apportioned for all 

business types. 
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5. Agency and Commission Support 

 

Short Term:  Ensure Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) funding 

is sufficient and primarily supported by general funding for the Department to 

fulfill completely all of its statutorily mandated responsibilities, including its role 

as technical advisor to the Court in the State Water Adjudications. 

 

Ensure Arizona Geological Survey (AZGS) funding is sufficient and primarily 

supported by general funding for the Department to fulfill completely all of its 

statutorily mandated responsibilities, including its role as technical advisor to 

issues pertaining to mining and mineral resources and mapping. 

 

Ensure the Arizona Navigable Stream Adjudication Commission (ANSAC) is 

sufficiently funded and primarily supported by general funding in order to 

conclude the process of determining the navigability of streambeds in Arizona at 

the time of statehood. This will clear title to the many lands adjacent to historic 

streambeds that are currently clouded. 

 

Ensure the Arizona State Land Department (ASLD) is sufficiently funded and 

primarily supported by general funding to allow for timely and appropriate 

planning and conveyance of State Trust Lands and mineral leasing in order to 

maximize the return to the trust beneficiaries. 

 

Ensure the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) is sufficiently funded and 

primarily supported by general funding to permit timely processing of all permits 

and regulatory actions and appropriate resolution of regulated water company rate 

cases addressing investment in water and wastewater infrastructure in the state. 

 

Long Term: Continue to support natural resources industries through policies 

that further the existence of all natural resources extraction, including mining, oil 

and gas, agriculture, ranching, and timber, so they can continue to provide job 

opportunities throughout the state while promoting stewardship of the state’s 

natural resources. Monitor regulatory proposals that affect natural resources 

industries.  

 

Modernize state government and support efforts of the Government 

Transformation Office to improve and modernize state government operations.  

 

6. Fees 

 

Long Term:  Oppose efforts to prevent scheduled tax reductions or increases that 

would make Arizona a less competitive business location. 

 

Limit agency fee setting authority and prevent fund sweeps to make certain that 

any fee increase put in place by a government entity is subject to strict 
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accountability and performance improvement measures. Where appropriate, 

ensure that the fee is temporary in nature and is used exclusively to provide the 

specific services for which it is designed and not to fund the general operations of 

government entities or to help balance the general fund. 

 

7. Licensing 

 

Short Term:  Expedite business permitting and licensing requirements and 

continue to streamline agency protocols through the Lean process for reduction of 

procedural waste.  Maximize the use of technology such as the MyDEQ portal to 

make it quicker and easier for businesses and professionals to get the permits and 

licenses necessary to operate at state, county and city levels. Support efforts and 

funding to establish online licensing and permitting databases for agencies. 

Encourage further creation of web-based, one-stop shops for business start-ups 

and one day permitting as in the City of Phoenix. 

 

Continue support of further privatization and the use of general permits so long as 

it controls permit costs and the length of time necessary for approval.   

 

Promote existing license and permit revocation protections.  No license or permit 

to engage in any profession, occupation, or business activity should be revoked or 

suspended in a civil proceeding unless it is shown by clear and convincing 

evidence that the holder of the license or permit knowingly violated a clear statute 

or rule.  The process should be a prerequisite of enforcement action. 

 

Long Term:  When appropriate petition state agencies with suggested 

improvements related to the speed of permit applications through the Governor’s 

Regulatory Review Council to reduce licensing timeframes for permit/license 

issuance. 

 

8. Environmental 

Principles: 

Short Term:   Support attainment designation of the PM-10, PM2.5 and Ozone 

NAAQS by working with governmental and private entities that are implementing 

the measures within the State to avoid additional measures and the loss of federal 

highway funding. 

 

Support approval of the 5% plan for PM-10 in Maricopa County and encourage 

the Environmental Protection Agency to approve our latest SIP submittal 

indicating three years of clean data and a sufficient emissions reduction plan.  

Engage in statewide efforts toward adoption of a fair and balanced Exceptional 

Events Rule.  

 

Ensure that any new or expanded environmental regulation that is deemed 

necessary at the city and county level, includes a consensus-based stakeholder 
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process, is not duplicative of existing federal or state regulation, and is cost-

effective in achieving the stated environmental goals. 

 

Monitor the state DEQ led nonattainment and SIP development process in Pinal 

County and advocate for amendments to the boundaries of existing nonattainment 

areas to be based primarily on measured violations of ambient standards and 

review the results of a legitimate emissions inventory and measures included in 

the SIP. 

 

Oppose efforts for inclusion of non-road engine and mobile sources in modeling 

guidance and any other provisions more stringent than federal requirements or 

that are scientifically unfounded.   

 

Oppose regulation of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) as hazardous waste by 

the United States Environmental Protection Agency and support the approach of 

regulating CCR’s as non-hazardous waste to protect the environment and make 

available an important commodity for beneficial use in Arizona’s economic 

prosperity. 

 

Support current state, county and local measures that create effective incentive-

based programs for regulated parties who voluntarily implement environmental 

management systems and other environmental protections.  

 

Support the continued operation of the Navajo Generating Station as a cost 

effective energy resource for conveying water through the Central Arizona Project 

(CAP) aqueduct. 

 

Reinstitute in 2014 the statutory moratorium on rulemakings at the state level and 

extend the moratorium to the cities and counties in order to suspend all 

rulemakings that add costs to business, and are not required by federal law, or 

necessary for public safety.  Support rulemaking that enables the appropriate 

aligning and streamlining for state and federal regulations to facilitate business 

operations.  

 

Disallow weakening of the Regulatory Bill of Rights at the county and city levels. 

Encourage efficiency, transparency and consistency and the ability of 

stakeholders to comment on policy and rule proposals at the county and city 

levels.  Work with industry partners to allow requested changes while minimizing 

impacts on the rock products industry. 

 

Advocate for environmental policies that are responsive to Arizona’s unique 

needs based on sound science and do not place an undue burden on the successful 

operation of business.  

 

Support measures to diminish the use of the exempt rulemakings that reduce 

public input and accountability.  
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Support efforts to establish parameters on third party appeals to the permitting 

process in order to avoid costs and fees for frivolous appeals.  

 

Assist in the development of county policy that would create or improve existing 

ombudsman review, violation reporting and enforcement, opportunity to correct, 

administrative hearing appeal process, and penalty processes with clearly 

balanced and defined protocols. 

 

Long Term:  Support environmental regulatory agencies that implement and 

oversee environmental laws and regulations in a fair and consistent manner and 

with focus on compliance not enforcement. 

 

Ensure compliance by agencies at all levels of government with existing 

regulatory reform requirements, and support additional regulatory reform policies 

that provide for full and consistent application of the law and agency 

accountability. 

 

Support the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, or delegated local or 

county entities, in administering federal environmental programs in our state 

where appropriate, instead of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or other 

federal agency. 

 

Encourage the ongoing legislative and agency review of existing regulations to 

determine whether they are cost effective and provide increased authority to 

automatically repeal regulations that are more stringent than federal standards.  

 

Oppose inappropriate use of public nuisance statutes to create new causes of 

action against businesses when environmental or product liability claims are 

otherwise invalid. 

 

Promote proper implementation of the requirement that regulatory agencies base 

all rulemaking proceedings on objective scientific standards in the adoption and 

application of administrative rules and hearings. 

 

Prevent loss of federal transportation funds due to air quality violations by helping 

to ensure that Maricopa and Pinal Counties meet the required performance 

metrics outlined in the regional air quality plan to reduce particulate matter 

(PM10 and PM 2.5) in order to avoid federal transportation funding penalties. 

 

9. Water 

 

Short Term:  Promote sound water management by promoting sensible water 

conservation policies and monitor efforts to promote permitting accountability for 

increasing recharge operations and monitor any proposed changes to 
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grandfathered, Type I or Type II water rights that could negatively impact 

aggregate facilities. 

 

Long Term:  Identify and support new sources of “wet water” through 

desalinization.  

 

Demonstrate the importance of Arizona’s water resources to industry, the 

economy, and the state in light of current supply and demand exercises, drought 

and increasing demand. 

 

Promote a vibrant and growing economy while maintaining good stewardship of 

our water, State Trust Lands, forests, minerals, wildlife and other natural 

resources. 

 

Maximize the beneficial use of water and water reuse. 

 

Support rural communities’ enhanced management of water resources along with 

their development of water supply infrastructure. 

 

10. Safety and Transportation 

 

Short Term:  Support safety and transportation regulatory agencies that 

implement and oversee laws and regulations in a fair and consistent manner and 

with focus on compliance not enforcement. This includes support of partnering 

with the commercial vehicle divisions of state and local jurisdictions. 

 

ARPA will continue to improve compliance through engagement with regulatory 

agencies, training opportunities and support of key industry safety conferences 

such as Spring Thaw, the Fall Mine Conference and interfacing between members 

and the directors of key safety organizations and agencies.   

 

ARPA will continue to advance the industry’s education and training programs 

for the rock products industry by hosting MSHA Mock inspections, providing key 

training, and educating members on the use of the MSHA Compliance Alerts 

resource website.  

 

Monitor newly proposed Federal Hours of Service changes and Title 17 Chapter 5 

Article 2 incorporation by reference at the state level.  Once ADOT has opened a 

rulemaking docket and begins the stakeholder process, work through the 

Governor's Regulatory Review Council to maintain previous protections for local 

delivery and perishable loads.   

 

Long Term:  Continue working with State agencies to improve Arizona’s safety 

regulatory programs through the Arizona State Mine Inspectors Office (ASMI), 

Arizona Division of Occupational Safety and Health (ADOSH), Arizona 

Department of Public Safety (DPS), Arizona Department of Transportation 
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(ADOT) and the Mesa Field Office and Rocky Mountain District of the Mine 

Safety and Health Administration (MSHA).  Support the adoption of balanced and 

reasonable rules.  Support agency proceedings to promote compliance assistance, 

and improved agency interactions with the rock products industry members.  

 

11. Human Resources 

 

Long Term:  Maintain and further develop a competitive labor environment that 

is adaptable to the needs of employers and respectful of the rights of employees. 

 

Support policies that allow employers to establish their own workplace policies 

without expensive government mandates and regulations. 

 

Support immigration laws that (1) improve employer access to legal workers, (2) 

restructure the federal foreign worker system, (3) address identity theft, (4) reduce 

the cash economy, and (5) enable businesses to hire and easily verify workers.   

 

Maintain Arizona’s right to work status. Oppose compulsory union assessments 

and ensure that employees control the assignment of their wages to labor 

organizations. Protect employees’ right not to have their union dues used for 

political purposes without consent.  Support revisions to Arizona’s paycheck 

protection legislation to ensure it is constitutional and easy for employers to 

administer. 

 

Continue to support Arizona’s efforts to maintain the current secret ballot process 

for union organizing elections. Oppose all efforts, whether through legislation, 

litigation, or through rulemaking by the National Labor Relations Board, to 

infringe upon employer rights with respect to union organizing campaigns. 

 

12. Education & Future Workforce 

 

Short Term: Develop curriculum specific to the needs of the mining industry 

within vocational training schools and partner with the University of Arizona 

Mining Engineering School to recruit highly qualified individuals into the 

industry. 

14 Workforce Development Goals 

Encourage Arizona Commerce Authority, Community Colleges, University 

Programs and ARPA industry members to collaborate in order to more quickly 

ramp up educational and training programs for mining in areas with high demand. 

(Dr. Mary Poulton, Mining Engineering Program at the University of Arizona) 

 

Long Term:  Oppose any action to discontinue or reduce state and federal 

funding of career and technical education and Joint Technical Education Districts. 

(Rusty Bowers at the East Valley Institute of Technology) 
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Focus on work force development with the Arizona Commerce Authority (ACA) 

and through recruitment opportunities by developing an industry needs survey and 

administer it with the producing members of the Association.  Develop a mining 

industry partnership with the ACA and the Arizona Workforce Connection. 

 

II. 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
 

Short Term: ARPA and its member companies promote regulatory compliance and 

recognize and practice  support of the local communities in which they operate by 

employing community members, participating in key organizations within the 

community, participating  in mining districts, hosting tours, partnering with local schools, 

engaging in charitable opportunities, and practicing effective communication.  

 

Long Term: ARPA lends unwavering support and commitment to the protection 

afforded with proper implementation of the mining zoning exemption.  ARPA will 

oppose any attempts to eliminate it. 

 

ARPA supports the concept of sustainability as a business approach in mining that 

integrates social responsibility, environmental stewardship, and economic prosperity to 

ensure long-term supply of aggregate materials to the Arizona construction market.  

Members are supportive and aware of all aggregate protection regulations.  Members use 

proper planning in order to maximize access to aggregates deposits while avoiding 

incompatible land use. 

 

III. 

LAND 
 

Short Term:   Support State Trust Land Reform efforts by participation in stakeholders 

meetings to revise processes and procedures for management and planning of Arizona’s 

State Trust Land and to maximize revenues to the trust for the benefit of the public 

schools and other beneficiaries. Proposals should be fiscally responsible, provide 

adequate funding for planning and management of Trust Land, provide regulatory 

accountability, and minimize, to the extent possible, any negative unintended 

consequences on business and mineral leasing. 

 

Promote general planning for cities and counties that includes consideration for aggregate 

development for future demand.  Also, promote the distribution and use of the ARPA 

Aggregates Planning Guidance Document to assist in encouraging planners to 

incorporate aggregate protections into their respective general plans with an emphasis on 

ensuring identification of aggregate source areas that are preserved for use during future 

growth and development and compatible with post mining uses deemed beneficial for 

cities and counties.  

 



16 

 

Long Term:  Protect private property rights and business records and information. 

Support the right to maintain as confidential (1) communications with legal counsel, (2) 

federal proprietary information, and (3) property rights protection for companies. 

 

IV. 

TECHNICAL PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS 
 

Short and Long Term: Enhanced support of ARPA’s technical committees and 

subcommittees that work to improve product specifications and cultivate relationships 

with key local, county, and state agencies for the construction materials industry by 

working with FHWA, Arizona Department of Transportation’s State Construction and 

Materials Engineers, the counties, Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG), Pima 

Association of Governments (PAG) and various municipalities.  

 

 Asphalt Paving and Technical  

 

 Support revisions of MAG 321, which includes the permit side for industry and 

agency to be much less convoluted, and revisions of MAG’s out of right-of-way 

pavement specifications for parking lots and more. 

 

 ADOT materials group understanding of ADOT’s concern with asphalt rubber, and 

TR materials. 

 

 Create an improved working relationship with ADOT, counties, and municipalities in 

general and develop a partnership based on respect and trust. 

 

Concrete Technical Committee 

 Revise MAG Specifications Section 324 on Portland Cement Concrete Paving 

(PCCP) 

 

 Develop a Pervious Concrete Specification for the MAG Out-of-Right-of-Way 

Section 

 

 Develop several Local Best Practice Technical Documents for member usage/website 

 

 Work with ADOT to develop/revise Hot Weather Concrete Specifications 

 

 Work with ADOT to place and evaluate test sections of Bridge Deck thin overlays 


