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Letter from the Chairman 
 

Take just a minute to reflect on all the uses of construction aggregates, cement and asphalt in 

your daily life. Some uses that might come to mind include the foundation of your home, the 

roads, schools and commercial buildings you visit. Local sources of good-quality construction 

aggregates provide the resources to build our communities including the infrastructure needed 

to get from place to place. Unfortunately, aggregate sources are limited, face serious regulatory 

challenges as well as land use conflicts and are not renewable. Based 

on the Association's strategic plan, we are committed to 

continuing our work on regulatory reform, land planning and 

community relations issues. First and foremost, the biggest 

challenge facing our industry, cities, towns and state is the need 

for a sustainable funding model for infrastructure investment to 

support the robust economic growth our state will see. Our goal 

is to provide the products and materials needed for the growth 

of our communities, provide great jobs and facilitate economic 

growth without compromising our values of being excellent 

stewards of the land and environment while maintaining our 

social license to operate in the communities that we serve. 

There are significant issues facing both Federal and state funding 

for transportation and infrastructure. The lack of a properly 

indexed gas tax leaves Arizona 10 cents below the national 

average. Applying the Consumer Price Index (CPI) there would have 

to be an increase of 12 cents a gallon just to purchase what it did in 1991 which was the last 

time we saw an increase in the gas tax. Couple that with declining fuel receipts that have seen a 

43 percent decrease since 1991 and alternative fuel vehicles not paying for their fair share for 

the use of our roads, our roadway system is in serious trouble. Highway User Revenue Fund 

(HURF) transfers by the State legislature during the last 14 years total approximately $2 billion 

which is needed to maintain the investments previously made.  Thanks to efforts of ARPA and 

other key trade associations we will see $87 million in HURF funding infused into state and local 

projects. In addition, although the FAST ACT provides $3.8 billion over the next five years, 

rescission stipulations in the legislative bill saddle Arizona with continued uncertainty. 

Transportation is of paramount importance to the economic vitality of our state especially when 

you consider increased population and the need for freight. Based on a Pew Poll, Americans 

ranked jobs and economic development as the top two priorities in the country. To facilitate 

these two very important priorities, we must continue to invest in our infrastructure. Imports 

and exports are critical to a strong economy and in-land ports provide additional opportunity to 

support a strong air, ground and rail transportation system. Recognizing that every billion dollars 

spent on transportation generates more than 28,000 direct and indirect construction jobs, and 

the key to Arizona's economic vitality are the freight corridors and ports of entry that will allow 



Arizona to compete with California and Texas for new business startups and trade partnerships 

with Mexico, immediate action needs to be taken. 

The Arizona Rock Products Association urges our congressional delegation, state legislators, 

elected officials at the local level and business leaders to strongly consider the importance of 

economic development and infrastructure needed for a vibrant society and remember that 

aggregates build our future and add to the quality of our lives.  

It is vitally important to educate the public and policy makers regarding the importance of 

infrastructure investment, explore ways to protect the HURF, ensure all users are paying their 

fair share and define a means to increase revenue for building and maintaining our vital 

infrastructure system. Arizona's economic future depends on it. 

Letter from the Executive Director 
 

Together we have continued to gain substantial ground in the 

area of legislative policy and regulatory reform, and we have 

made great strides developing positive community relations.  

Under the direction and leadership of Chairman Brad Belt, 

who has served for the past year and a half, we have 

increased our influence and association membership as well as 

making positive gains on several fronts including at the 

federal, state and local levels.   

We appreciate the efforts of our Chairman, Executive 

Committee, Board members and Committee Chairs that make 

a difference for you every day by getting involved at all levels 

to deliver our message.  You will see even greater growth in 

the future thanks to the incredible staff at ARPA:  Dan, Nicole and 

Heather have done a tremendous job taking the association to the next level and they truly 

deserve your praise.  We will continue to accomplish more with your gracious support and your 

invaluable guidance. Now is the time to engage.  If you have ever considered; participating in 

the association, involvement in a committee attendance at an event, supporting the ARPA 

Political Action Committee or testifying at the legislature.  NOW IS THE TIME! 

I invite you to visit or call me personally and let me know how you think we are doing, how we 

can improve and what role you would like to play in making ARPA the most successful 

organization in Arizona.  Please let us know if there is anything we can do to create greater value 

for your investment in us, and thank you for your continued support of our amazing industry. 



ARPA’s Mission 
 

The Arizona Rock Products Association promotes and preserves the sustainability of the 

rock products industry through active involvement in the community, regulatory, 

technical and political processes. –ARPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Did you know? 

The Arizona Aggregate Association was incorporated as a   

non-profit entity on August 14, 1957 and has been in existence 

for nearly 60 years.  It is the oldest mining association in 

Arizona. 

The name changed to Arizona Rock Products Association on 

May 7, 1973. 

916 W. Adams Street 

Phoenix, AZ  85007 

(602) 271-0346 

www.azrockproducts.org 



ARPA Branding and Corporate Identity 
 

In 2016, the ARPA Executive Committee directed staff to begin developing a branding kit to 

provide to ARPA members in an effort to leverage the ARPA brand and elevate its image in the 

community.  A strong corporate identity and branding kit allows members to communicate a 

consistent message and nonmembers a means to understand better what the association 

provides to the rock products industry. 

The ARPA branding kit will include items such as; an introductory letter explaining the 

importance of strong corporate identity, an electronic media kit that includes logos, tag lines, 

etc., and a press kit that includes a framed office sign, decals and stickers for vehicles, hard hat 

stickers and more. 

The new branding and corporate identity kits will comport with ARPA’s strategic plan on 

community relations and allow the association to continue to build on a strong reputation going 

forward. 

The “New Face” of ARPA 
 

As the “face” of ARPA and the central meeting location for a variety of high-level cabinet, 

committee and Board meetings as well as legislative events, the ARPA office underwent several 

enhancements to better represent the rock products industry.  “We wanted people who came 

through our office to know where they have been, the importance of the industry, and about 

the people we represent,” said Community Relations Manager Dan Duffy. Interior 

improvements include enhanced signage, concrete flooring, concrete-topped tables and a 

gabion-covered desk front with rock donated by ARPA member Granite Express and the gabion 

donated by Reuter Equipment Company. External upgrades include a habitat garden in 

partnership with the Wildlife Habitat Council.  Improving ARPA’s image in the community 

remains an ongoing goal.   
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ARPA Board of Directors:  2015-2016 

 

Executive Board: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Directors: 

 

 Jed Billings – FNF Construction Company 

 Bill Brake – HollyFrontier 

 James Carusone – Salt River Materials Group 

 Rob Cutter – CEMEX 

 Greg Davis – CEMEX 

 Bruce Dyer – Salt River Materials Group 

 Carol Fellers – Reuter Equipment 

 John Fowler – Arizona Materials 

 Dick Hrubes – Arizona Materials 

 Lee Hulbert – FNF Construction Company 

 Richard Kissling – Southwest Asphalt 

 Pat Kuehner – Hanson Aggregates 

 Pete Kuehner – Salt River Materials Group 

 Greg McNeil – McNeil Brothers 

 Eric Mears – Haley & Aldrich  

 Mike Morago – Gila River Sand & Gravel 

 Bill Mullen – CalPortland Company 

 Mark Murdza – Southwestern Scale 

 Mark Reardon – Vulcan Materials Company 

 David Robinson – Lafarge NA 

 Brad Schmitz – Holly Asphalt 

 Michael Smith – CalPortland Company 

 Maury Tanner – M.R. Tanner Mining 

 Larry Walker – Advanced Mineral Recovery 

  

CHAIRMAN  
 Brad Belt 
 Drake Cement 

INCOMING CHAIRMAN  
Brad Parker 
Vulcan Materials  

TREASURER 
Eric Loken 
Arizona Materials 

SECRETARY 
Toby Skinner 
M.R. Tanner Mining 

OUTGOING CHAIRMAN: 
Bill Mackey 
Granite Construction, Inc. 
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The ARPA Board 
Subject to the limitations of the Articles of Incorporation, the ARPA  

bylaws and the laws of the State of Arizona, all powers of the 

Association shall be exercised by or under the authority of the 

Executive Board and Board of Directors, including the control and the 

administration of all business and property of the Association The 

Board of Directors shall also be authorized without limitation: 

 To select and remove all Officers, agents and employees of the 

Association, and prescribe such powers and duties for them as are not 

inconsistent with law or these By-Laws; 

 To conduct, manage and control the affairs and business of the 

Association with prudence and in good faith; and to make such rules 

and regulations therefore not inconsistent with law, or these By-Laws; 

 To have custody and control of the funds of the Association, to 

borrow and incur indebtedness for the purposes of the Association, 

and to cause to be executed and delivered in the name of the 

Association promissory notes or other evidences of debt and to give 

security therefore; 

 To fix and from time to time to change the principal office for the 

transaction of the business of the Association within the State of 

Arizona; 

 To appoint committees, to delegate to the Executive Committee any 

of the powers and authority of the Board, and to delegate to other 

committees such power and authority as may be necessary for the 

specific purpose for which the committee is appointed; 

 To keep a record of the acts and proceedings of the Board of Directors 

and the business of the Association, and to present a full statement 

thereof at the regular annual meeting of the Producer Members, 

showing in detail the condition of the affairs and finances of the 

Association; 

 To fix budgets for specific periods and the monthly dues rate and 

assessments for Members; 

 To approve, authorize and direct the execution of all necessary 

documents, to make agreements and commitments and to negotiate 

the same, and to do every other act or thing necessary to carry out 

the purposes of the Association. 

2015-2016 Board Meeting Presenters 
 Henry Darwin, Governor Ducey’s Chief of Operations 

 Rene Guillen, Governor Ducey’s Transportation Policy Advisor 

 ADEQ Director Misael Cabrera  and Deputy Director Brett Parke 

 Eileen Colleran, ADOT Government Relations 

 Spencer Kamps, Homebuilders of Central Arizona 

“Through incredible 

staff and 

membership, along 

with outstanding 

partners in 

government and 

other industries, 

ARPA has been doing 

some great work 

reaching the highest 

altitudes.” 

 

~ARPA Board 

Chairman Brad Belt,  

Drake Companies 
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June 2016 

Meet the ARPA Team 
Steve Trussell: Executive Director  

Steve Trussell became the Executive Director of the Arizona Rock Products 

Association (ARPA) in 2007. He is responsible for the promotion and 

preservation of the sustainability of the rock and construction materials 

industry through active involvement in the community relations, 

regulatory and political processes. For the last four years the Association 

has worked on transportation funding, regulatory reform and 

transparency legislation that will prove to be of tremendous benefit to all 

business sectors.  

Dan Duffy: Community Relations Manager 

Dan Duffy joined Arizona Rock Products Association in 2013 as the 

Community Relations Manager. Core responsibilities include sustaining 

and building quality relations with the community from managing 

member accolades, facilitating educational programs for members and 

communities, building charitable contributions to supporting government 

affairs and regulatory agency activities. Dan developed his professional 

career in the sales, marketing and communications arena during the last 

18 years at varying levels of management and in different industries.  

Heather Thrasher: Membership Services Manager 

Heather Thrasher joined the Arizona Rock Products Association in 2015. 

She manages producer and associate membership services, assists with 

event planning and handles general accounting functions. Before joining 

ARPA, Heather served as Executive Assistant for the Maricopa County Air 

Quality Department from 2006 – 2015. In this role she served as the main 

point of contact for high-level officials, tracked legislative issues related to 

air quality and participated in numerous regulatory committees. In her 

spare time, Heather enjoys music, running, photography and travel. 

Nicole Massarand: Event Manager 

Nicole Massarand joined the Arizona Rock Products Association in 2012. 

She is responsible for Event Management, administrative services and 

coordinates communications to the membership. An Arizona native, 

Nicole graduated from Northern Arizona University with a degree in 

Hospitality Management and completed an internship at the Phoenician 

resort. Nicole enjoys working with members and is excited to be part of 

the association. She is passionate about music, travel and enjoys spending 

time with family and friends.  
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The Arizona Rock 

Products Association   
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Who our members are:  Producers 
  



16 
 

 
June 2016 

Who our members are:  Associates  
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Materials Produced 
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ABC Sand & Rock X

Advanced Mineral Recovery

Alon Asphalt Company X X

Arizona Materials X X

Calportland X X X X

Campbell Redi Mix X

CEMEX X X

CKC Construction & Materials X X

Core Ready Mix X

Decorative Rock Sales, LLC X

Desert Ready Mix, LLC X

Diamondback Materials X

Drake Cement X

Drake Materials X

Dyna Rock X X

Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc. X X

FNF Construction, Inc. X X

Gila River Sand & Gravel X

Granite Construction Company X X

Granite Express X X X

Hanson Aggregates of Arizona X X X

HollyFrontier Refining & 

Marketing, LLC X X

Kilauea Crushers X X

Kirkland Mining Company X

Lafarge North America, Inc. X

Lhoist NA X X X

MDI Material Delivery Inc. X X

M.R. Tanner Mining, Inc. X

Madison Granite Supplies, Inc. 

(crushed granite) X X X

McNeil Brothers (PCCP) X

Mitsubishi Cement Corporation X

P & P Materials, LLC X

Payson Concrete & Materials, Inc. X X

Perkins Cinders X X X

Rock Solid X

Salt River Materials Group X X X X X

Southwest Asphalt X

Southwest Rock Products X

Sunshine Redi-Mix X

Vulcan Materials Company X X X

Western Refining X

Wright Asphalt Products X
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What Members Value 

 

Top responses from members regarding 

primary reasons for membership: 

“Regulatory compliance”  
“Information updates on key issues”  
“Legislative policy matters” 
“Committees, legal, technical, partnering” 
“Networking opportunities”   
 
 
 

 

  

Additional ARPA Membership Services include: 
 Certification Programs 
 Work on Materials Specifications (Asphalt and Concrete) 
 Safety and Transportation and Environmental Awards Programs 
 Community Outreach 
 Addressing the Media  
 Providing Essential Industry Information 
 Hosting Networking Events with industry, elected officials or 

candidates  
 Training Opportunities 
 Educational Programs 
 Industry Workforce Recruiting 
 Special Events 

 

ARPA Committees 
 Executive Committee 
 Board of Directors  
 Associates  
 Asphalt Paving and Technical 
 Concrete Technical and Education 
 Community Relations  
 Environment  
 Government Affairs 
 Human Resources 
 Safety and Transportation 
 Southern ARPA  
 Northern ARPA 
 Young Leaders 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Tip+of+the+Iceberg&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ByXxk1l4fUPTjM&tbnid=0-uK8Srw90-FpM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.skylinetradeshowtips.com/going-beyond-the-tip-of-the-iceberg-of-booth-staff-training/&ei=Vyy2Uaf-GIjDiwKlmoGwDA&psig=AFQjCNFlDJ0nIrQeffvCVXA2k83J7F4r-g&ust=1370979793833407


19 
 

 
June 2016 

 

ARPA External Committees and Responsibilities 

 MAG Air Technical Advisory Committee 
 Maricopa County Clean Air Council  
 Flood Control Stakeholders Group 
 ADEQ Director’s Business Roundtable 
 Multiple Agency Stakeholder Groups for Rule Changes 
 UofA Center for Environmentally Sustainable Mining 
 MAG Details and Specifications Committee & ADOT 
 ADOT Specifications, Freight Study Committees, P3 Advisory Council 
 W.V. Mining District Recommendation Committee 
 City and County General Planning Revision Review  
 State Chamber of Commerce and Industry Committees 
 Several Legislative Kitchen Cabinets (House and Senate) 
 NSSGA State Executive Committee & ACE 
 Arizona Tax Research Association’s Board of Directors  
 Bureau of Land Management Resource Advisory Council 
 Chamber Policy Committee and Board of Directors 
 Accelerate Arizona Transportation Coalition 
 Arizona Highway Users Association  
 Transportation Business Partners 
 East Valley Institute of Technology Industry Advisory Council 
 WestMEC Industry Advisory Council 
 Arizona Department of Education - Construction and Related Programs Advisory 

Council 
 Arizona Department of Education - Arizona Career Leadership Network 

  

Meeting with the 

Department of Labor Meeting with 

ADEQ regarding 

Process 

Improvement 
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Member Information Exchange 
 

Social Media and Associate member information allow ARPA to promote the industry in a 
responsible and efficient manner and allows members to access information at their fingertips, 
as well as exchange their thoughts and ideas.  Below and on the following pages are examples of 
ARPA social media platforms and Associate information on products and services. 

Find ARPA on Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, YouTube, and the Blog! 
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New ARPA Dues Structure Ratified November 2015 

 

The Executive Committee explored several options to create a system that is equitable, easy to 

administer and meets our budgeting needs.  Under 

the new structure, producer members will now be 

assessed based on total reported MSHA and OSHA 

employee hours for the last four quarters beginning in 

January 2016. The Board feels strongly that, relative 

to the current structure, this method is a more 

transparent, auditable and accurate measure of 

industry productivity.  Adjustments will need to be 

made for self-performing work, third-party 

contractors or temporary employees.   

As approved, the dues and assessments schedule for 

2016 will be administered as follows:   

• Associate members will continue to pay $1200 annually; 

• Testing labs will continue to pay $1500 annually; 

• Asphaltic cement and lime producers will continue to pay the same amount; 

• Aggregate, cement, ready mix and asphalt mix producing members will pay $0.0754 
per employee hour, with a minimum of $3500 for any member. 
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Committee Alignment 

 
ARPA’s role falls under three broad categories:  advocacy, regulatory, technical and community 

relations.  Each of the ARPA committees support one or more of these functions. 

 

*Northern ARPA, Southern ARPA, Young Leaders and Associate committees cover all three 

areas.  

Arizona Rock Products 
Association

Advocacy

• Government 
Affairs

Regulatory & 
Technical

• Environment

• Safety & 
Transportation

• Human 
Resources

• Concrete & 
Asphalt 
Technical

Community 
Relations

• Community 
Relations

• Human 
Resources
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Advocacy 
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ARPA began in 1957 as an advocate for producers of aggregates, asphaltic concrete, ready mix 

concrete, asphalt, lime products and the portland cement industry. Membership also includes 

associate members consisting of related transportation, contractors and consultants. ARPA has 

become and will continue to be one of the most influential public and private policy advocates 

in Arizona.  

ARPA’s primary goal is to track key environmental, safety, transportation and governmental 

affairs and educate our members on the potential impact of current issues. It is through intense 

political involvement at state and local levels that ARPA continues to make its greatest strides.  

In addition to being a respected industry advocate, ARPA provides significant benefits to our 

valued members and the communities in which we live and serve. ARPA will continue to provide 

the forum for key committees such as; environment, community relations, safety, 

transportation, concrete and asphalt technical committees and government affairs, whose work 

is the precursor to legislative initiative.  

ARPA and its members strive to work productively within the political and regulatory 

infrastructure in order to continue to improve the lives of others and invest in the future of our 

communities.  

ARPA members and employees care about the communities in which we live and work. As such, 

ARPA, our member companies and associations are active participants in charitable, educational 

and social issues and work diligently to ensure that the benefits of our organization and industry 

spans the diverse social and economic needs of our state. 
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Government Affairs Committee 
 

Description:   

Provides member leadership in the development and 

implementation of ARPA’s government relations program; 

identifies monitors and evaluates key federal and state 

legislative issues impacting members in the areas of 

transportation, infrastructure, tax, labor, safety and the 

environment.  The Committee also helps formulate lobbying 

strategies to win acceptance of ARPA’s positions and 

provides specific industry involvement and assistance. The 

Committee offers support in conjunction with industry's 

political action committee (PAC) for candidates who 

advocate positions consistent with ARPA’s established policy. 

Top Priorities: 

 Legislative bill reviews 

 State budget review 

 Ballot initiative review and action 

 Involvement in the Arizona Chamber’s Accelerate 

Arizona activities and “Transportation Roadshows’ 

 Involvement in agency transformation and process 

improvement  

 Candidate recruitment and mixers 

 Partner association bill presentations 

When they meet:  4th Thursday of each month 

 

  

“Promoting all that 

which ARPA stands 

for, with its 

professional 

assortment of 

producer and 

associate members, to 

the legislative body at 

large, in all of our 

various meet and 

greet activities, and 

cultivating 

friendships, has truly 

been a deeply 

rewarding privilege.” 

 

~Dan Dragonetti 

Speedie & Associates 
 ARPA PROMOTES: 

 Educated decision 

making  

 Wise government 

principles  

 An equitable tax 

system  

 Fiscal responsibility  

 Legislative 

accountability  

 Balanced 

environmental 

initiatives  

 Wise land use 

 

ARPA SEEKS: 

 Administrative due 

process at the local 

level  

 To protect critical 

access to aggregate 

materials  

 Regulatory reform  

 Appropriate zoning 

and land use  

 Establishment of a 

fair transportation 

policy  

 Protection of 

dedicated HURF 

funding  

 



26 
 

 
June 2016 

 

Federal Focus 
 Water Restoration, Reform, &  

Development Act 

 Transportation Reauthorization “FAST Act”  

 EPA Changes to the Clean Water Act   

 CLEER Act – Exceptional Events  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Congressional Visits and Field Hearings 

 

 Ozone 

 Reformation of the 

Antiquities Act 

 State Grant Funding 

 Endangered Species Act 

Reform 

 BLM reform 
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“I can always count on 

the Arizona Rock 

Products Association and 

its members to not only 

provide helpful ideas for 

improvement but to also 

participate in finding 

workable solutions for 

processes in key State 

agencies.” 

~Henry Darwin 

Director of Operations 

for the Office of 

Governor Doug Ducey 
 

"Relationships, useful information 

and effective communication are at 

the heart of good policy making, and I 

am grateful for the ARPA members, 

and staff, who continuously bring a 

high level of advocacy and 

professionalism to their work and the 

policy making process."  

 

~Hunter Moore, Natural Resources 

Policy Advisor Office of Governor 

Doug Ducey 
 

  

ARPA invited to State of the State address 
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“Through the leadership of 

the ARPA Board, the Rock 

Products Association has 

become a respected voice 

at the Arizona State 

Capital.” 

~House Majority Leader 

Steve Montenegro  

State Legislature 

 

 Regulatory Reform 

 Transaction Privilege Tax Reform (TPT) 

 Flood Control Reform  

 Transportation Funding & HURF Funding  

 ADOT Administrative & Funding Bills  

 Construction Defect Liability 

 Legal Use of Drones   

 Metal Theft Legislation 

 ADEQ ePortal 
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Legislative Leadership 
  

SENATE 

HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

President 

Speaker  

President 

Pro Tempore 

Majority 

Whip 

Majority 

Leader 

Speaker  

Pro Tempore 

Majority 

Whip 

Majority 

Leader 

ARPA has participated in several advisory roles for both 

House and Senate leadership. ARPA participates in 

cabinet meetings and roundtables at both the national 

and state level.  Fostering key relationships enhances 

ARPA’s ability to protect and advance the needs of the 

rock products industry in Arizona. 
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Legislative support 

  

“I am grateful for the insights 

and information shared 

related to how policy will 

impact various business 

sectors such as the Rock 

Products Industry.  It is 

important to have a voice at 

the legislature and ARPA 

certainly does.” 

 

Senator Robert Meza 

“The Arizona Rock Products Association has 

played an important role in educating 

legislators regarding the importance of the 

Natural Resources industry in the State of 

Arizona.”  

 

~ Representative Darin Mitchell 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHppWJjvbMAhVP0mMKHSdQDH4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.azleg.gov/MembersPage.asp?Member_ID%3D14%26Legislature%3D50&psig=AFQjCNGGEpdOK10pep-oIinLSkjC7APySw&ust=1464296027859942
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqoLe-3_jMAhUW52MKHYcRCAQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.azleg.gov/MembersPage.asp?Member_ID%3D75%26Legislature%3D51%26Session_ID%3D110&psig=AFQjCNFkjL3wEpsccm9z6n8MdvlakoLuRA&ust=1464386639907823
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Legislative Support and Recognition 

 

ARPA and Industry Legislative Recognition 
 

 

 
“ARPA is an amazing organization! The 

Trussell and Norton team have created 

great relationships with Arizona 

legislators to keep us informed of the 

issues facing their members and the 

mining industry which helps us create 

legislation to reduce government 

regulations and promote economic 

development. 

~Representative Karen Fann 

House recognition plaque 

presented by Speaker of the House 

David Gowan 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjgsfPKwvjMAhUC8mMKHd5aDd8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.dcourier.com/news/2015/apr/24/fann-to-seek-pierces-senate-seat/&psig=AFQjCNFIeXZWwl66ecmoCX1h8ClI4Oa-pw&ust=1464378839233451
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Legislative charity event 
 

ARPA sponsored a legislative charity softball game April 19, 2016 at Tempe Diablo Stadium 

featuring legislators (“Strikers”) versus lobbyists (“Stalkers”) that raised $4,000 for Big Brothers 

Big Sisters of Central Arizona. 



33 
 

 
June 2016 

“Literally, since the 

first day when I was 

appointed as the 

newest County 

Supervisor three short 

years ago, Steve 

Trussell and the 

members of ARPA have 

been at my side 

educating me about 

the issues that effect 

the aggregate mining 

community. I came 

into office with a 

deregulation mindset, 

and through ARPA's 

involvement through 

the stakeholder 

process, I feel that 

smart changes have 

been made to 

Maricopa County 

policies and programs. 

Thanks so much ARPA 

for your help!” 

~Maricopa County 

Board of Supervisors 

District 5 Chairman 

Clint Hickman  

County Focus 
 

 

 

Maricopa County's Enhanced Regulatory Outreach Program 

(EROP) – Thanks to the work of ARPA, Maricopa County 

regulatory departments now seek stakeholder input during 

the rulemaking process. Because they understand that 

regulations and rule-making decisions, discussions and 

meetings can be confusing, they have developed a website 

to allow stakeholders to monitor and engage in the adoption 

and amendment of all regulations at ARPA’s request.  

Stakeholder input is especially important.  By accessing the 

website that has been created industry members can 

participate and provide feedback in the process concerning 

regulations that would have an impact on their business. 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiW5eHukofNAhULyWMKHQKYACAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.maricopa.gov/planning/&psig=AFQjCNGQ-_j4TGKE9WTwNSZnEuTzBSsW7w&ust=1464881455480247
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Pima County Bond Election 

 

The Southern ARPA Committee submitted a recommendation in support of the Pima County 

bond package as it relates to Economic Development, Flood Control Projects, Road and Highway 

Improvements, Tourism Promotion, Parks and Recreation, Public Health and Safety.  Given the 

lack of Federal, state and local funding it is imperative to invest in the future of the region, 

providing much needed connectivity and support of commerce along with a full package of 

supporting initiatives that will make the region a destination for commercial development, new 

business starts and growth.  Pima County is committed to accountability and delivery of key 

projects and this is one of many reasons why the ARPA Board lends it’s endorsement of the 

following.  The ARPA Board supported the seven-question bond package as recommended by 

the Southern ARPA Committee. 

 

 

  

Pima County bond election rally 
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Transportation Roadshow - Pinal County 
 

Accelerate Arizona hosted a Transportation Town Hall in Pinal County, 

one of the fastest growing parts of the state. Members of the 

legislature, Arizona Rock Products Association, local and county 

officials and business leaders all joined the Arizona Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry at Casa Grande council chambers for a wide–

ranging discussion of the region’s transportation needs. Participants 

agreed that more expansive 

infrastructure is necessary to support 

Pinal County’s growth and foster sustainable economic 

development in the area.  Lawmakers underscored the importance 

of having strong support from their constituents for any new 

revenue to fund expansion of highways, roads and interchanges.  

 

 

Pinal Transportation Initiative 
 

ARPA has been in regular communications with Pinal County and supporting a bill at the 

legislature that will address the Regional Transportation Authority in order to prepare the 

County for a ballot initiative to address a serious lack of funding for transportation and 

infrastructure at the local level.  

More than 16 transportation studies documenting transportation needs within the Pinal Region 

were completed over the last 10 years.  If no new highways are built the traffic projections show 

that 47 percent of all vehicle travel will be in traffic congestion by the year 2040.  Implementing 

regional improvements will improve that percentage about 20 percent. There is a need for a 

regional solution in Pinal County.  What is being suggested? 

 At 0.5 percent tax rate, a typical household would pay $88 each year. 

 The equivalent to $7.33 per month for the typical household or the price of a single fast 

food meal. 

This would take the Board of Supervisors calling for election in July 2016.  At which time a public 

outreach and education process must begin.  Currently ballot language is being prepared at 

which point there will be a need for preparation for the election itself which is slated for 

November 2016. 

ARPA staff talking transportation with from 

left to right:  Representatives Frank Pratt, 

Rick Gray, and TJ Shope 

Arizona Transportation Roadshow 
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Transportation Roadshow - Flagstaff 

 

Nine Arizona state legislators and one U.S. congressman got a glimpse at Flagstaff’s traffic 

concerns during a transportation town hall meeting at City Hall hosted in part by the Arizona 

Rock Products Association in conjunction with the Arizona Chambers’ Accelerate Arizona 

Program.  During the meetings, specific projects that would improve circulation on city roads, as 

well as the highways that are critical to local commerce and tourism were discussed. The joint 

effort by the Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry, local chambers and trade 

associations like ARPA will result in an effort to advocate for statewide transportation needs in 

the face of a Highway Users Revenue Fund shortfall and legislative opposition to a long-term 

highway funding bill. 

The Arizona Department of Transportation rolled out its plan to fix the state’s roadways, which 

would cost the state an additional $1 billion per year for the next 20 years. State Senate 

Transportation Committee Chair Bob Worsley pointed out the gasoline sales tax would have to 

increase from 18 cents per gallon to around 80 cents per gallon – the highest in the nation. 

Regardless of what Arizona lawmakers decide, traffic infrastructure promises to remain a hot 

topic for Flagstaff businesses. 

Transportation Roadshow - Flagstaff 
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Policy Meetings 
 

ARPA members participated in a 

Transportation Construction 

Coalition fly in summer of 2015 

and 2016 in Washington, D.C.  

Intense back-to-back meetings 

resulted in strengthened 

relationships and awareness of 

transportation- and land-related 

issues facing Arizona. 

  

Senator Rubio and  

Mark Reardon 

ARPA staff meets with Congressional 

leaders to discuss key industry issues 

ARPA hosted State Society meeting 

Washington, DC 

 

 

 

Federal Issues ARPA 

has advocated for: 

 FAST ACT 

 Water Resource 

Development Act 

 Waters of the US 

 BLM Planning 2.0 

 Federal Grant 

Program funding 

for safety training 

 Tax reform 

 Exceptional 

Events Rule 

 Endangered 

Species 

 Executive Orders 

 MSHA rule 

changes 

 EPA overreach  
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Strategic Aggregates: 

 

ARPA Aggregate Mapping Requests 

The Arizona Geologic Survey Geologic Mapping Advisory 

Committee discussed mapping priorities for the 

2016/2017 mapping season.  Of the 8 sites proposed by 

the survey for consideration, the committee selected 4 

sites for funding consideration from the United States 

Geologic Survey.  These sites include high resolution 

geologic mapping in the Dragoon area and Copper Creek 

Mining District and high resolution surficial mapping of a 

portion of the Lower Colorado River Valley near Blythe 

(with abundant economic aggregate resources) and the 

Gila River downstream from Safford (to better 

understand the complex lacustrine and riverine 

sedimentation of the valley).  The emphasis on mapping areas with high value mining 

and mineral extraction potential is consistent with prior year’s selections.  Two ARPA 

members Bob Linsell, Granite Construction and Eric Mears, Haley and Aldrich currently 

serve on the Committee.  

Arizona Planning Association 

The Arizona Geologic Survey along with ARPA’s support attended the Arizona Planning 

Association’s Annual Conference in Tucson to promote their newest mapping of 

Maricopa County and other regions, the ARPA Aggregate Guidance Document and other 

resources available to assist planners in thinking about aggregate resources when 

planning for municipalities and counties.  

Federal Strategic Minerals Bill 

The Federal Strategic Minerals Bill includes aggregates as strategic materials for 

transportation, ARPA’s Aggregates Guidance Document proved very helpful to the 

NSSGA in making the case for why this legislation was necessary.  

County Self-Production of Aggregates Issue 

County Self-Production of Aggregates Issue – ARPA has sent several letters including a 

public records request has been filed with Apache County requesting information 

regarding county production and sales of aggregates that are not being disposed of in 

compliance with state law.    

Grey QY= Young Alluvium Deposits in Present-Day 
River and Stream Channels, Floodplains and 
Playas 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Arizona+Geolocical+Suvey&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=gJ6iP5UXUHDmxM&tbnid=Ml5iATGJIhtCzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://arizonageology.blogspot.com/2011/10/public-hearing-on-future-of-arizona.html&ei=mv61UYGJJ6qoiQKA1IDYAQ&psig=AFQjCNGH65_1TcQWgiry8VMjFuPpWjCgvg&ust=1370968089155703
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Tracking Legislation and Advocacy 

ARPA tracked 110 bills during the 52nd second 

regular legislative session.  There were more 

than 30 bills of significance signed by the 

Governor.   

 

 

  

Business Roundtable with Senators John 

McCain and Jeff Flake – May 5, 2016 

“The Goldwater Institute appreciates the ability 

to partner and share proposed legislation with 

like-minded groups like the Arizona Rock Products 

Association.”  

 

 – Michael Hunter, Goldwater Institute 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJ4ru25PjMAhVI3GMKHfOpB2IQjRwIBw&url=http://goldwaterinstitute.org/en/authors/michael-hunter/&psig=AFQjCNHsw_8DF1kBL7eo4cA-YRDKkZTATA&ust=1464387964805689
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2016 52nd Session Bill Positions:  ARPA Bills Tracked that Were Signed by 

Governor Ducey 

H2131: MUNICIPALITIES; COUNTIES; AUXILIARY CONTAINERS; PROHIBITIONS 

H2250: ADOT ADVERTISING; SPONSORSHIP; NONHIGHWAY ASSETS   

H2251: COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES   

H2268: CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS; BONDS; NOTICE 

REQUIREMENTS   

H2325: ENVIRONMENT; WATER QUALITY 

AMENDMENTS   

H2337: REGULATION; DEFICIENCIES; OPPORTUNITY TO 

CORRECT   

H2373: REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY; 

MEMBERSHIP; ELECTION 

H2391: MUNICIPALITIES; WATER RATES; 

REQUIREMENTS   

H2450: EXPEDITED RULEMAKING; OUTDATED RULES   

H2585: NATIONAL MONUMENTS; JUSTIFICATION; LITIGATION 

H2613 : REGULATORY BOARDS; LICENSING; REVISIONS   

H2666: GOVERNOR'S ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY OFFICE; CONSOLIDATION   

H2702:  BUDGET; BRB; ENVIRONMENT; FY2016-17   

H2703: BUDGET; BRB; GOVERNMENT; FY2016-17   

S1190: CONSERVATION DISTRICTS; EDUCATION CENTERS   

S1191: WATER PROTECTION FUND; CONSERVATION; SUPPLY   

S1207: DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION; CONTINUATION   

S1235: CONSIDERATION OF PROPERTY RIGHTS; ZONING   

S1306: COUNTY DEVELOPMENT FEES   

S1357: VEHICLE CERTIFICATES OF TITLE   
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S1361: G&F; HERITAGE FUND; EXPENDITURES   

S1388: RULEMAKING EXEMPTION; ONE-YEAR REVIEW   

S1398: FUEL TAXES; STREETS & HIGHWAYS   

S1399: WATER INFRASTRUCTURE STUDY COMMITTEE   

S1418: STATE MUSEUM; FEES; RULEMAKING   

S1422: BOARD OF TECHNICAL REGISTRATION; OMNIBUS   

S1449: UNMANNED AIRCRAFT; PROHIBITED OPERATIONS   

S1487: STATE LAW; LOCAL VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES   

S1490:  TRANSPORTATION FUNDING; TASK FORCE   

S1505:  NATURAL GAS DELIVERY; TAX EXEMPTION   

S1516: CAMPAIGN FINANCE AMENDMENTS   

S1525: JTED RESTORATION & REFORMS   

Vetoed by the Governor: 

H2568: COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICTS; FORMATION; GOVERNANCE   

S1268: ADEQUATE WATER SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS; MUNICIPALITIES   

Legislation of note that did not pass: 

H2051: CATASTROPHIC PUBLIC NUISANCE; DETERMINATION; ABATEMENT   

H2490 & 2573: CONTESTED DWELLING ACTIONS; RECOVERABLE COSTS   

H2493: USE FUEL TAXES; ADJUSTMENT   

H2443: METAL DEALER LICENSURE; LOCAL AUTHORITY   

H2549: PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION PIPING MATERIALS; PROHIBITION  

H2651: FLOODPLAIN REGULATION; AGGREGATE EXTRACTION   

S1347: COUNTY DUST CONTROL; RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY   

S1440:  MINING & MINERAL MUSEUM; TRANSFER 

S1493: STATE HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION; TAX CREDITS   
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2016 legislation list – short summaries 
 

H2131: MUNICIPALITIES; COUNTIES; AUXILIARY CONTAINERS; PROHIBITIONS 

Counties and municipalities are no longer prohibited from requiring an owner, operator or 

tenant of a business, commercial building or multifamily housing property to measure and 

report energy usage and consumption, including energy consumption benchmarking and 

building facility energy efficiency audits. 

H2250: ADOT ADVERTISING; SPONSORSHIP; NONHIGHWAY ASSETS   

The Department of Transportation is authorized to establish a program to lease or sell 

advertising on non-highway assets of the Department and to allow monetary sponsorship of 

facilities and other assets of the Department. The program is limited to motor vehicle and 

motorist-related goods and services. The Department may generate revenue from the program 

and monies must be deposited in the State Highway Fund.  

H2251: COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES   

This bill includes various changes relating to commercial motor vehicle regulations.  The gross 

weight of a vehicle operated by an engine fueled primarily by natural gas and the gross weight 

imposed on the highway by the wheels of any one axle or axle group of the vehicle may exceed 

the statutory weight limitation, but cannot exceed 82,000 pounds or an amount equal to the 

difference between the weight of the vehicle attributable of the natural gas tank and fueling 

system and the weight of a comparable diesel tank and fueling system, whichever is less.  The 

Department of Transportation may disqualify a person who is required to have a commercial 

driver license or who is a commercial driver license or instruction permit holder for at least 60 

consecutive days if the person falsified information or documentation as part of the licensing 

process, and for at least one year if the person is convicted of fraud related to the issuance of 

the permit or license.  

H2268: CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS; BONDS; NOTICE REQUIREMENTS   

A written 90-day notice of claim against the payment bond for a construction contract is 

required to be given by any means that provides written, third-party verification of delivery to 

the contractor, instead of by registered or certified mail. The bill contains a legislative findings 

and intent section. 

H2325: ENVIRONMENT; WATER QUALITY AMENDMENTS   

This bill includes various changes to statutes relating to water quality. The maximum lead 

content for pipes, pipe fittings, and plumbing fittings and fixtures is set at a weighted average of 

0.25 percent when used with respect to wetted surfaces, and must be calculated using a 

specified formula. The list of exemptions from the maximum lead content standards is expanded 
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to include specified uses where water is not anticipated to be used for human consumption. 

Monies from fees for certification of operators of potable water systems and sewage treatment 

plants are deposited in the Water Quality Fee Fund, instead of the general fund. 

H2337: REGULATION; DEFICIENCIES; OPPORTUNITY TO CORRECT   

When deficiencies are identified during an inspection and the agency is unsure whether a 

regulated person meets the statutory list of circumstances which preclude the person from 

receiving an opportunity to correct the deficiencies, the agency is required to provide the 

regulated person with an opportunity to correct. 

H2373: REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY; MEMBERSHIP; ELECTION 

The members of a regional transportation authority (RTA) that are members of the regional 

council of governments (COG) must be from the county that established the RTA. The Executive 

Director of the RTA serves at the discretion of the RTA Board, instead of the COG. A proposed 

regional transportation plan may be approved by the voters even if the related proposed 

transaction privilege tax is not approved.  No later than five years after the plan is approved, the 

county board of supervisors may submit to the voters a subsequent transaction privilege tax 

measure to fund the previously approved regional transportation plan. If an RTA transaction 

privilege tax is approved at an election, the levy and collection of the tax must begin on April 1 

immediately following the approval and may be in effect for up to 20 years. 

H2391: MUNICIPALITIES; WATER RATES; REQUIREMENTS   

Municipalities are prohibited from assessing or collecting a fee on new water or wastewater 

service connections at the time of the establishment of service to those connections for the 

purpose of recovering the municipality's costs of acquiring the utility plan, facilities, system or 

other property of a public service corporation or another municipality engaged in the business 

of providing water or wastewater service. Does not apply to water or wastewater fees adopted 

before January 1, 2016 or included in a notice of intent to adopt or increase rates and fees 

adopted before January 1, 2016. 

H2450: EXPEDITED RULEMAKING; OUTDATED RULES   

The list of circumstances under which an agency is permitted to conduct expedited rulemaking 

is expanded to include if the rulemaking amends or repeals rules that are outdated, redundant 

or otherwise no longer necessary for the operation of state government. 

H2585: NATIONAL MONUMENTS; JUSTIFICATION; LITIGATION   

The State Land Department is required to maintain a catalog of each existing or newly created 

national monument in Arizona. For each national monument, the Department is required to 

request a list of specified information from the federal government. The Department is required 

to determine whether the limits of a parcel comprising a national monument in Arizona are 
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confined to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects 

to be protected by the national monument. If the Dept determines that is not the case, the Dept 

is required to notify the Attorney General, and the Attorney General is authorized to commence 

an action to confine the limits of the parcel. 

H2613: REGULATORY BOARDS; LICENSING; REVISIONS   

Eliminates state licensing for assayers. Requires the Board of Technical Registration to grant 

assayer emeritus status to an assayer who is registered by the Board on the effective date of this 

legislation if the assayer has not received any complaints during active registration and the 

assayer analyzes metals, ores, minerals or alloys to ascertain the quantity of any substance in 

those items. Effective January 1, 2017, eliminates state licensing for professional driver training 

school instructors. The Department of Transportation is required to adopt rules to establish 

requirements and minimum standards for commercial motor vehicle instructors by December 

31, 2016. Permits a "trained geologist" (defined) to engage in a geological practice without being 

registered by the Board, except under specified conditions, and allows the State Geologist to be 

a trained geologist.  

H2666: GOVERNOR'S ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY OFFICE; CONSOLIDATION   

Establishes the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO), the OEO Operations Fund and the 

Economic Development Fund. Various statutory fees are deposited in the OEO Operations Fund 

instead of the Arizona Competes Fund.  

H2702:  BUDGET; BRB; ENVIRONMENT; FY2016-17   

The bill makes policy changes pertaining to environmental regulation that affect the state 

budget.  It also caps the general fund appropriation to the Water Quality Assurance Revolving 

Fund (WQARF) at $2.82 million. It appropriates $4.25 million from the Emissions Inspection Fund 

and $2.87 million from the Air Quality Fund in FY2016-17 to the WQARF and authorizes DEQ to 

use up to $1.8 million from the Emissions Inspection Fund in FY2016-17 for the Safe Drinking 

Water Program. DEQ is required to decrease fees in FY2016-17 for vehicle emissions testing by 

$3 per test for tests conducted in Area A (Phoenix metropolitan).  

H2703: BUDGET; BRB; GOVERNMENT; FY2016-17   

Makes various policy changes in the operation of state government that impact the budget. The 

State Board of Investment and State Treasurer are required to take all actions necessary for the 

distributions to be made from the State Trust Land Fund as required by the state Constitution 

and state statute. If the Board or the State Treasurer fails to perform those duties, the 

Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives or the President of the Senate is 

authorized to file an action with the Supreme Court to obtain a writ of mandamus or other 

appropriate action to compel performance of the Board’s or Treasurer’s duties.  
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S1190: CONSERVATION DISTRICTS; EDUCATION CENTERS   

Education centers established by natural resource conservation districts are to increase the 

knowledge of natural resources in Arizona through a list of specified methods. 

S1191: WATER PROTECTION FUND; CONSERVATION; SUPPLY   

The list of projects that the Arizona Water Protection Fund Commission is required to give 

priority in funding to is expanded to include projects that increase the supply of water.  

Removes the cap of five percent of the monies spent in any fiscal year being spent in water 

conservation programs outside of active management areas. 

S1207: DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION; CONTINUATION   

The statutory life of the Department of Transportation is extended eight years to July 1, 2024, 

retroactive to July 1, 2016. 

S1235: CONSIDERATION OF PROPERTY RIGHTS; ZONING   

The legislative body of a municipality and the county board of supervisors are required to 

consider the individual property rights and personal liberties of the residents of the municipality 

or county before adopting any zoning ordinance. 

S1306: COUNTY DEVELOPMENT FEES   

Numerous changes relating to county development fees.  A county is required to calculate the 

development fee based on an adopted infrastructure improvements plan, and requirements for 

the plan are specified, including procedures for plan adoption. County development fees cannot 

exceed a proportionate share of the cost of "necessary public services" (defined) and must be 

based on the same level of service provided to existing development in the "service area" 

(defined) at the time the infrastructure improvements plan is adopted.  The bill establishes a list 

of prohibited uses for development fees.  

S1357: VEHICLE CERTIFICATES OF TITLE   

Various changes relating to vehicle certificates of title. The Department of Transportation is 

allowed, instead of required, to establish a system to require recording of certificate of title. In 

establishing the system, the Dept is required to establish procedures for issuing and maintaining 

an electronic certificate of title system that is applicable to all certificate of title transactions in 

Arizona, and to develop methods to electronically share information related to applications for 

certificates of title with law enforcement agencies and authorized third parties. The Dept is 

authorized to adopt rules to implement these requirements, including criteria for when the Dept 

is permitted to issue a paper certificate of title.  
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S1361: G&F; HERITAGE FUND; EXPENDITURES   

At least 20 percent, decreased from 40 percent, of monies in the Game and Fish Commission 

Heritage Fund that are available for property with sensitive habitat must be spent to acquire 

property to acquire property with sensitive habitat used by endangered, threatened and 

candidate species. Not more than 20 percent of those monies may be spent on the operation 

and maintenance of the acquired property, including infrastructure. 

S1388: RULEMAKING EXEMPTION; ONE-YEAR REVIEW   

For an agency that the Legislature has granted a one-time rulemaking exemption, within one 

year after a rule has been adopted under an exemption from the Administrative Procedures Act, 

each agency is required to review the rule to determine whether it should be amended or 

repealed, summarize its findings in a written report to the Governor's Regulatory Review Council 

(GRRC) and obtain GRRC approval of the report. Information that must be included in the report 

is specified.  

S1398: FUEL TAXES; STREETS & HIGHWAYS   

A county receiving Highway User Revenue Fund monies is required to publish an annual financial 

report containing budgeted and actual expenditures of funds received from motor vehicle fuel 

and use fuel taxes. The report must cover the preceding fiscal year and must be distributed by 

December 31. 

S1399: WATER INFRASTRUCTURE STUDY COMMITTEE   

The State Land Commissioner and the Director of the Department of Water Resources are 

required to use the resources of their departments and cooperate to develop a plan to create 

additional water storage in Arizona that includes a preliminary investigation of acceptable sites 

to construct new water storage facilities on state trust land and the identification of the six most 

potentially acceptable sites, and to submit a report of findings and recommendations to the 

Governor and the Legislature by December 31, 2017. Self-repeals October 1, 2018. 

S1418: STATE MUSEUM; FEES; RULEMAKING   

The Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR) is required to adopt any fees for services performed by 

the state museum pursuant to the rulemaking requirements of the Administrative Procedures 

Act. Before submitting a proposal to ABOR to increase fees for services, the state museum is 

required to provide notice of intent to increase fees for services on the museum website before 

January 1. Information that must be included in the notice is specified. No later than 12 months 

after the effective date of this legislation, ABOR is required to submit a report to the Governor 

and the Legislature that summarizes the progress achieved in the implementation of this 

legislation. 
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S1422: BOARD OF TECHNICAL REGISTRATION; OMNIBUS   

Various changes the statutes relating to the Board of Technical Registration. One of the three 

professional engineers that serves on the Board is required to be a civil engineer.  The bill 

eliminates registration for in-training architects, in-training landscape architects, and a home 

inspector-in-training. Establishes requirements for an in-training designation as an engineer, 

geologist or land surveyor. Modifies requirements for renewal of a registration that has been 

invalid for at least one renewal period. 

S1449: UNMANNED AIRCRAFT; PROHIBITED OPERATIONS   

It is a class 1 (highest) misdemeanor for a person to operate a “model aircraft” or a “civil 

unmanned aircraft” (both defined) if the operation is prohibited by a federal law or regulation 

that governs aeronautics and interferes with a law enforcement or emergency services 

operation. It is a class 6 (lowest) felony for a person to operate or use an “unmanned aircraft” or 

“unmanned aircraft system” (both defined) to intentionally photograph or loiter over or near a 

“critical facility” (defined) in the furtherance of any criminal offense, except that a second or 

subsequent violation is a class 5 (second-lowest) felony.  There are some exceptions.   

Municipalities and counties are prohibited from enacting or adopting any ordinance or rule that 

relates to the ownership or operation of an unmanned aircraft or unmanned aircraft system, 

except as authorized by law.  

S1487: STATE LAW; LOCAL VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES   

At the request of a member of the Legislature, the Attorney General is required to investigate 

any official action taken by the governing body of a county or municipality that the member 

alleges violates state law or the state Constitution. If the Attorney General concludes that there 

is a violation, the Attorney General is required to notify the county or municipality of the 

violation by certified mail and provide 30 days to resolve the violation. If the county or 

municipality fails to resolve the violation within 30 days, the Attorney General is required to 

notify the State Treasurer, who must withhold and redistribute state shared monies from the 

county or municipality.  

S1490: TRANSPORTATION FUNDING; TASK FORCE   

Establishes a 9-member Surface Transportation Funding Task Force to review transportation 

needs and revenue sources in Arizona and recommend specific revenue proposals for dedicated 

funding sources for specified transportation-related items. The Task Force is required to 

cooperate with the Department of Administration to conduct a statewide study that identify 

vacant or underused buildings owned by the state that could be sold to provide funding for 

transportation projects. The Task Force is required to issue progress reports every three months 

to the Governor and the Legislature and to submit a final report of its findings and 

recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature by December 31, 2016. Self-repeals July 

1, 2017.  
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S1505:  NATURAL GAS DELIVERY; TAX EXEMPTION   

The exemption from the utilities classification of transaction privilege and use taxes for the 

purchase price of electricity or natural gas by a business that is principally engaged in 

manufacturing or smelting operations and that uses at least 51 percent of the electricity or 

natural gas in the manufacturing or smelting operations is modified to apply to gas 

transportation services. 

S1516: CAMPAIGN FINANCE AMENDMENTS   

The article of statute governing campaign contributions and expenses is repealed and replaced. 

The bill modifies definitions, including the definitions of “contribution” and “expenditure.” It 

also establishes a list of expenses that are not considered contributions for campaign finance 

purposes, including payments by a political party to support its nominee and the payment of a 

committee's legal or accounting expenses. Also establishes a list of expenses that are not 

considered expenditures for campaign finance purposes.  

S1525: JTED RESTORATION & REFORMS   

Retroactive to July 1, 2016, eliminates the reduction in base support level funding that a school 

district, charter school or JTED receives for students enrolled in both a school district or charter 

school and a joint technical education district (JTED) satellite campus program to 92.5 percent of 

the base support level funding that the school district, charter school or JTED would otherwise 

receive.  

Water Quality Fee Fund 

 

ARPA has concerns that the Water Quality Fee Fund is proposed to be swept by the 

Governor’s office and possibly the legislature.  This would set bad precedence as it is a 

fee designated for services not yet rendered.  The industry is charged for these fees for 

permitting APP and AZPEDS or storm water permits and for subsequent inspections.  

The funds are protected in a trust by statue and this practice would set negative 

precedence going forward not dissimilar to HURF.  ARPA is opposed to any such action. 

Vetoed by the Governor 
H2568: COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICTS; FORMATION; GOVERNANCE   

Beginning with community facilities districts formed after the effective date 

of this legislation, if the land proposed to be included in the district was more 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwis46rOnPvMAhUN5mMKHX2ABtEQjRwIBw&url=https://theobamadiary.com/2015/02/24/the-veto-heard-around-the-world/&bvm=bv.122676328,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNH8Dneoxjs_1LlXdNieR5bipFPynA&ust=1464471762043119
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than 600 acres, on presentation of a petition signed by the owners of all the land area proposed 

to be included in the district, the governing body would have been required to adopt a 

resolution declaring its intention to form a district to include contiguous or noncontiguous 

property that was wholly within the corporate boundaries of the municipality or county, and to 

adopt the resolution within 90 days after the submittal of the petition.  

AS VETOED BY GOVERNOR. In his veto message, the Governor expressed concern that this bill 

does not provide needed protections for the taxpayer and that these districts are not sufficiently 

accountable. 

S1268: ADEQUATE WATER SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS; MUNICIPALITIES   

The Department of Water Resources would no longer have been required to give written notice 

of county adequate water supply ordinances to the mayors of all municipalities in the county, 

and municipalities that received the notice would no longer have been required to comply with 

specified county adequate water supply requirements.  A municipality that received a notice 

from the Dept before the effective date of this act would have been required to comply with 

county adequate water supply requirements unless the legislative body of the municipality 

adopted an ordinance after the effective date of this act that provided that the municipality 

would not be subject to the requirements.  

AS VETOED BY GOVERNOR. In his veto message, the Governor expressed concern that this 

legislation would encourage a patchwork of water ordinances throughout our cities and leave 

our water supply securities in peril. 

Legislation of note that did not pass: 

H2051: CATASTROPHIC PUBLIC NUISANCE; DETERMINATION; ABATEMENT   

The mayor of a municipality may determine that a "catastrophic public nuisance" (defined) 

exists on state or federal land located within the municipal borders, and the chairman of the 

county board of supervisors or the county sheriff may determine that a catastrophic public 

nuisance exists on state or federal land located within the county borders. Factors that may be 

considered in evaluating whether a catastrophic public nuisance exists are listed.  

H2443: METAL DEALER LICENSURE; LOCAL AUTHORITY   

Statute prohibiting counties and municipalities from regulating the sale, use or disposition of 

"auxiliary containers" (defined) does not effect a county's or municipality's authority to enforce 

laws relating to business licensing of scrap metal dealers. 
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H2490 & H2573: CONTESTED DWELLING ACTIONS; RECOVERABLE COSTS   

In any contested dwelling action, the court is authorized to award the successful party 

reasonable attorney fees, expert witness fees and taxable costs.  

H2493: USE FUEL TAXES; ADJUSTMENT   

The use fuel tax of 18 cents per gallon imposed on fuel used in propulsion of a light class motor 

vehicle is eliminated, and fuel used in propulsion of a light class motor vehicle is subject to the 

same use fuel tax rate as a use class motor vehicle, at a rate of 26 cents per gallon. The owner of 

a light class motor vehicle or a use class motor vehicle that is propelled by use fuel and are 

exempt from the weight fee are eligible at the time of vehicle registration to collect a use fuel 

tax adjustment of $7 per registration year. A person who sells use fuel for delivery directly into a 

vehicle fuel tank is no longer required to be licensed as a vendor. Requirements for vendor 

receipts, records and refunds are repealed. 

H2549: PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION PIPING MATERIALS; PROHIBITION   

A "public body" (defined) is prohibited from preferring one type of "suitable piping material" 

(defined) over another in constructing, developing, maintaining, repairing or operating a water, 

wastewater or storm water drainage project that is funded in whole or in part with state 

monies, unless sound engineering practices suggest that one type of suitable piping material is 

more appropriate for a particular project. 

H2651: FLOODPLAIN REGULATION; AGGREGATE EXTRACTION   

County flood control districts are prohibited from adopting or enforcing a regulation that 

restricts or limits the extraction of aggregate for the sole reason that the extraction may cause 

erosion to or aggravate existing flood-related erosion on property that is adjacent to or near the 

property on which the extraction is occurring. 

S1347: COUNTY DUST CONTROL; RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY   

For any dust control permit for occupied residential property, the control officer is prohibited 

from charging more than $50 per acre per year. 

S1440: MINING & MINERAL MUSEUM; TRANSFER   

Control of the Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum is transferred to the Arizona Geological 

Survey from the Arizona Historical Society, and the museum is renamed the Mining, Mineral and 

Natural Resources Educational Museum. Powers and duties of the Survey and the State 

Geologist in connection with the Museum are specified. Modifies the membership of the 

Museum Advisory Council, including to add legislative members. The State Geologist is required 

to report on Museum operations to the Governor and the Legislature by December 31, 2018. 
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Transfers $428,300 and one FTE position from the Arizona Historical Society in FY2016-17 to the 

Geological Survey Fund for use in operating the Museum. 

S1493: STATE HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION; TAX CREDITS   

Establishes an individual and corporate income tax credit for taxpayers who participate in 

financing the construction, reconstruction or renovation of eligible transportation facilities. The 

Department of Transportation is required to administer the credit and use the sale of the credits 

to finance the construction, reconstruction or renovation of eligible transportation facilities in 

Arizona. The tax credits may be awarded through a bidding process. The annual amount of tax 

credits that may be awarded each year is prescribed by the Legislature as part of the annual 

state budget.  

SCM1007: OZONE CONCENTRATION STANDARD; URGING EPA   

The Legislature urges the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to reinstate the previous 

ozone concentration standard of 75 parts per billion. The Secretary of State is directed to 

transmit copies of this memorial to the EPA Administrator, the President of the U.S., the 

President of the U.S. Senate, the Speaker of the U.S. House, and each member of Congress from 

Arizona. 

Project CENTRL 
 

Director Steve Trussell participated in, graduated from and now presents to the the Center for 

Rural Leadership (Project CENTRL) on mining-related topics.  Project CENTRL is an intensive one-

year educational program that gives selected individuals an exceptional personal and 

professional leadership development experience that:  

·     Strengthens and expands personal leadership skills 

·     Accelerates lifelong learning and abilities to problem-solve on complex contemporary issues 

·     Creates a statewide network with over 500 alumni in communities throughout rural Arizona 

  

Project CENTRL alumni Steve 

Trussell presents to the class 

XXIII on mining 



52 
 

 
June 2016 

Mining Caucus 
 

The Mining Stakeholders Group is a group of legislators from both the House and Senate, 

legislative staff, key state agencies, the governor’s staff and members of the mining industry.  

The purpose is to provide a forum for discussing and educating legislators on policy that will 

have an impact plus or minus on mining in Arizona.  ARPA prepares the agendas and there are 

typically 25-40 legislators at 

our bimonthly meetings 

during legislative session.  

The ARPA Mining 

Stakeholders Group 

promotes all aspects of the 

Arizona mining industry by 

seeking to create sound 

legislative policy to support 

and expand mining 

employment and the state 

and local economies. The 

mining industry has a $10 

Billion (direct and indirect) 

economic impact on Arizona 

business and employs approximately 18,000 people. These are good paying jobs and the mining 

industry is very important to Arizona as well as the United States. 

The Caucus is bipartisan and is made up of legislators from both 

the Arizona Senate and the House of Representatives.  

 
“Whether it’s hard rock 

or sand and gravel, 

there’s a special synergy 

when AMA and ARPA 

team up to tackle 

mining industry issues.” 

~ Kelly Norton, Arizona 

Mining Association 

State Land Commissioner Lisa Atkins addresses the Mining Caucus  

Legislators listen as ARPA staff discusses 

key policy issues  
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“And the 2016 nominees are …” 

Political Networking 

Arizona Capitol Times Best of the Capitol 

 

 

 Best Industry Trade & Professional 

Association  

 Best Cocktail Party – Arizona Rock 

Products Association “The Rock” 

 

“The Rock” meets once per month during the 

legislative session. 

  

“And the 2015 winner is…” 

Senator Shooter  

“The Rock” legislative mixer  

Senator Shooter – February 25, 2016 

Chief of Staff Brett Mecum and 

Representative Bob Thorpe  
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Legislative Mixers 

  

ARPA hosted House of 

Representatives staff 

appreciation dinner 

Meet the Candidates fundraiser   

May 10, 2016 
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Tax Policy 

County Assessor’s Office 

The work ARPA has done with the County Assessor’s Office to characterize land uses and 

their proper assessment has helped the industry immensely.  ARPA created a matrix 

that assessors could use to better appraise land 

uses and assessments.  As a result, it was reported 

that appeals have gone from 70 in the previous 

year to 0.  If you need the forms ARPA developed, 

they can be found on the ARPA website. 

Yavapai County Assessor’s Office  

The County had considered a new tax levy model 

which would centrally assess aggregate in the 

ground much Department of Revenue does with 

larger metal mines.  ARPA worked to convince them not to adopt the new policy and 

even offered alternative methods to assess the properties such as what had been 

developed by the Association in Maricopa County.  Recently, the County announced 

they would not continue to explore that option. 

Chevron Case 

Good news pertaining to the results and information related to the court case regarding 

tax exemptions for expendable materials was discussed and distributed for use by 

company tax experts.  On December 3, 2015, the Arizona Court of Appeals filed its 

Chevron decision.  The Case involved Chevron’s refund request for taxes paid on sales of 

oils and greases to a customer who used them in its mining, 

metallurgical, and pollution control operations.  Chevron 

argued that the oils and greases qualified for Arizona’s 

deductions for machinery and equipment used in mining, 

metallurgical, and pollution control activities.  The DOR argued 

that the oils and greases were taxable because they are 

expendable materials used up.  The court sided with Chevron. 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXrse8oenMAhUK8mMKHbLADlIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.itsallaboutmoney.com/nri-corner/nri-tax-planning/are-nris-subject-to-income-tax/&bvm=bv.122448493,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNFdddoP_BzfjjiYaNz-tsEVOUkTvw&ust=1463854584372232
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Transportation policy 
consultants - $4,000

Political campaign -
$40,00 (ARPA 

successfully assisted 
11 candidates to 

victory)

House and Senate 
Victory Fund for 

both parties -
$4,000 over past 

two election cycles

Committee transfers 
of support for 

candidates - $4,000 
over past two 
election cycles

Accelerate Arizona -
$30,000 (see 

summary on page 
62)

ARPA PAC 
 

The ARPA Political Action Committee was established many years ago to assist candidates with 

philosophies aligned with the natural resources industry.  Over the last two years, ARPA 

members have generously donated personal funds to support a variety of key legislative 

candidates.  This is one of the best investments in the industry an ARPA member can make. 

ARPA is subject to campaign finance reporting requirements with the Office of the Secretary of 

the State of any PAC donations received. 

ARPA Independent Expenditure Committee 
 

ARPA ROCK PAC Independent Expenditure Committee Contributions  

Beginning in November of 2013, the Arizona Rock Products Association Board of Directors voted 

to support a “Call to Action” directing the ARPA Executive Director to establish an Independent 

Expenditure Committee (IE) in support of our ARPA Strategic Plan & Guiding Principles Policy 

Document.  This investment is supporting our efforts to actively engage in issues essential to the 

sustainability of our industry while continuing to be fiscally responsible.  The 2015-16 Strategic 

Planning efforts provided the necessary justification for this continued investment.  The intent 

of the “Call to Action” was to annually fund the IE provided the Board deemed that there was 

sufficient value provided to members by this investment. 

The Board recognizes that in order to pro-actively address key issues, ARPA must increase its 

ability to develop and maintain a strong presence with policymakers and agencies at all levels.  It 

is the desire of the ARPA Board of Directors to continue to grow the organization and its 

presence statewide.  The following expenditures were vetted and approved by the Government 

Affairs Committee, Executive Committee and Board of Directors and were made on ARPA’s  

members’ behalf over the past two election cycles (since 2013). 

  



57 
 

 
June 2016 

Multi-Year Reauthorization Bill 

Federal Transportation and Infrastructure Reauthorization or the Fast Act  

 
The passing of the Fast Act Transportation Reauthorization took place late in 2015. 
ARPA participated in several fly-Ins in order to voice our support of a long-term bill. A 
state-by state breakdown of funding indicated that between 2015 and 2020 Arizona 
would receive $3.8 billion in funding.  Special recognition of the importance of the I-11 
designation was included in the bill along with key permitting reform provisions. ADOT 
presented to the ARPA Board of Directors in January of 2016 regarding how the bill 
would impact Arizona. 

USDOT’s Beyond Traffic 
 

On Monday, September 21 at 9:00 a.m., 

ARPA participated with U.S. Transportation 

Deputy Secretary Victor Mendez and Phoenix 

Mayor Greg Stanton who hosted a forum on 

the Beyond Traffic draft framework. This 

event was a conversation, solicitation for 

feedback, and opportunity to influence the 

final Beyond Traffic report on key 

transportation trends and potential policy 

considerations.  The study will be published 

in late 2016. During the forum, ARPA along 

with citizens, elected officials, Metropolitan 

Planning Organization directors, 

transportation industry partners, business owners, and community leaders had the 

opportunity to bring their region-specific experience to this discussion on the challenges 

identified in the report and potential solutions to those challenges.   

The Beyond Traffic report examines the trends and choices facing America’s 

transportation infrastructure over the next three decades, including a rapidly growing 

population, increasing freight volume, demographic shifts in rural and urban areas, and 

a transportation system facing more frequent extreme weather events. The report 

predicts increased gridlock nationwide unless changes are made in the near-term. 
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USDOT and ADOT Freight Study 

 

ARPA has provided information to ADOT related to a freight study pertaining to the 

mining industry.  It has been helpful in making the case in why improved funding would 

be an incredible boon to mining.  The industry ranks first in volume of freight flows by 

commodity at 4.7 billion tons, third in value of commodities shipped by industry & value 

of exports and fourth in contribution to Arizona’s GDP. 

In late 2015, the Arizona Department of Transportation conducted a Freight Study.  

ARPA was identified as an important stakeholder in this study.  The study examined the 

transportation needs of the freight Industry and developed recommendations to better 

serve various industry sectors as they moved goods through and throughout the State.  

ARPA with the help of its members provided significant information and 

recommendations to the study pertaining to transportation needs and challenges.  

The transportation infrastructure that serves the movement of freight is critical to the 

future of Arizona’s economy. To make sure that our State’s infrastructure continues to 

meet the rail and road needs of the businesses that rely on it, ADOT is developing a 

Statewide Freight Plan. The Freight Plan will help prioritize transportation 

improvements that will continue to support the healthy growth of the State’s economy. 

To confirm that the plan identified and considered the specific transportation needs of 

the industry and the economic sector we represent, ARPA was asked to the table. ARPA 

was selected to participate because it represents the mining sector of the freight 

transportation industry, and the success of the industry is important to the success of 

the Arizona economy. 

The Arizona Aggregates 

Industry Key to State 

Economy 
 

The Arizona Rock Products 

Association (ARPA) is Arizona’s 

oldest mining association and 

one of the most dynamic, 

successful, and eclectic trade 

associations in the Southwest.  

ADOT Transportation Board 

ADOT Transportation Board 
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ARPA in the Economy 

ARPA Executive Director, Steve Trussell is 

quick to point out that the rock products 

industry, including sand and gravel mining 

firms, crushed stone producers, ready-mix 

concrete suppliers, concrete product and 

asphalt manufacturers, as well as cement 

producers, contribute nearly $3 billion in 

direct output, 

production 

and deliveries 

in Arizona 

annually, and 

are second in 

the nation in 

production of 

aggregate 

materials.  

ARPA 

members 

provide the 

raw 

ingredients that make construction possible 

and despite the recent downturn, the 

efficient production of sand, gravel, 

cement, and asphalt remain prerequisites 

to Arizona’s construction based economy.   

ARPA in the Community-ARPA Cares 
The ARPA management and Board knows 

that, in order to build Arizona, ARPA 

members have to produce a lot more than 

aggregates, asphalt and cement; they have 

to invest in people and communities 

throughout the state.  ARPA has an ongoing 

list of community relations projects that 

provide ARPA members with the 

opportunity to support local communities.  

For example, ARPA sponsored a project that 

provided transition housing for veterans 

returning from Iraq and Afghanistan.  ARPA 

members donate time and materials to 

rebuild local playgrounds, supporting local 

schools, building community ball fields and 

projects for children’s homes.  ARPA even 

provided the materials and installation for 

the Navajo Code Talker monument and 

Veteran’s Memorial Flagpole at the Arizona 

Capitol Plaza, as well as improvements of 

the Capitol grounds 

for the State’s 

Centennial.   

ARPA in the 

Environment, 

Safety and 

Sustainability 
Safety and 

environmental 

compliance are 

ARPA’s top 

priorities, so ARPA 

hosts a series of monthly safety meetings 

and environmental workshops to promote 

compliance and ensure that its members 

are aware of the latest regulations and 

innovations, which include use of recycled 

materials and water, and employment of 

the latest technologies which vastly reduce 

the industry’s impact to the land and 

environment.  Success stories, such as 

model reclamation projects, creation of 

wildlife habitat and the reuse of fly-ash as 

an admixture incorporated into finished 

concrete products, are examples of the 

largest recycling efforts of any business 

sector.  The ARPA Environmental 

Leadership Award Program recognizes 

excellence in above and beyond compliance 

innovations and industry environmental 

management support activities that have 
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enhanced the public’s support of the 

aggregates industry.   

ARPA in the Arena 

While hosting economic presentations, 

educational opportunities, safety and 

environmental awards makes ARPA 

companies better corporate citizens and 

helps to improve Arizona’s future, in order 

to really represent its members well, a 

trade association has to make a substantial 

mark on public policy.  Rules that seem 

arcane or overreaching, city policies 

concerning material specifications, county 

environmental regulations, state and local 

administrative procedures and regulatory 

rights are critical to the survival of ARPA 

members and ultimately have a dramatic 

effect on the cost of aggregate production 

and ability to supply critical infrastructure.   

ARPA also works closely with the National 

Stone Sand and Gravel Association 

regarding key legislative, policy, regulatory 

and community relations issues at the 

federal level pertaining to the aggregates 

industry.  Additionally, ARPA works with a 

local coalition group of like-minded natural 

resources organizations to support positive 

public policy. 

The Arizona Rock Products Association may 

not be the biggest trade association in the 

Southwest, but is arguably one of the most 

effective.   

  



 
 

The Challenge:  Transportation Funding 
 

Transportation funding comes from a maze of overlapping federal, state, regional, and local 

sources.  Federal and state gas taxes—the leading source of revenue for transportation—have 

not been raised in decades and are not indexed to inflation. Also, fuel-efficient vehicles use less 

gas, which means that fewer taxes are collected per person even though the use of roads and 

other infrastructure remains the same. At the state level, funds intended for roads are being 

swept into the State General Fund. In Arizona, lack of funding for infrastructure needs is 

reaching crisis proportions. The growing gap puts pressure on officials to make choices between 

system preservation and expansion of capacity to meet future growth, as well as between rural 

and urban areas and across the different modes of transportation.  

Transportation & Infrastructure Funding Stakeholder Meetings 
 

ARPA Representative appointed to the Maricopa Association of Governments 

Transportation Policy Committee.  Mark Reardon of Vulcan 

Materials Company was nominated and appointed by Senate 

President Andy Biggs to serve on the MAG Committee.  The 

Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) was established by the MAG 

Regional Council in 2002 to oversee the development of the 20-

year Regional Transportation Plan and to guide transportation 

planning in the region.  The TPC is made up of 23 members 

representing cities and towns across the region, the business 

community, the 

Arizona 

Department of 

Transportation, Maricopa County, 

the Native American Indian 

Community, and the Citizens 

Transportation Oversight 

Committee. The committee provides 

a unique opportunity for business 

representatives to have a direct say 

in developing transportation policy 

for the region. 
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Solution to Transportation Funding 

ARPA sponsored a The Capitol Times Transportation Morning Scoop on September 22, 

2015 at Alexi’s in Phoenix.  The panel included a group of elected officials and 

transportation experts that discussed what can be done to increase transportation 

funding in front of a packed room.  

Accelerate Arizona 

The Accelerate Arizona effort kicked off in spring of 2015 and had a very successful year in 

getting around the state to meet with key stakeholder groups to educate 

about the importance of transportation infrastructure to Arizona’s 

economy.  As a part of the program, Accelerate Arizona participated in 

two D.C. fly ins to push for congressional action on the Highway Trust 

Fund.  A statewide roadshow with the leadership of Transportation 

Chairman Rick Gray took Accelerate’ s message to eight different parts of 

the state to learn more about regional needs and to talk about long-term 

statewide planning of key commerce corridors.  At each stop Accelerate 

was joined by lawmakers and the roadshow earned not only good turnouts and strong interest, 

but also media coverage, helping to spread the Accelerate Arizona brand statewide.  

Led by the Arizona Chamber’s lobbying efforts, Accelerate Arizona focused a lot of time and 

attention on fighting for the restoration of HURF during this year’s legislative budget process.  

While HURF was not made whole, the monies received for one-time projects is a good sign of 

the Legislature’s understanding of how important transportation is to the state and hopefully an 

indication of better things to come. Accelerate Arizona will now begin phasing into the policy 

formation stage to look at viable funding solutions.  The Arizona Chamber has a seat on the 

newly formed Transportation Funding Task Force and will work with Accelerate partners to 

make the conversation around revenue needs and solutions one that will materialize in more 

dollars invested in Arizona’s transportation infrastructure.  

 

“The partnership with ARPA and Accelerate Arizona has 

been tremendous in helping educate and push for 

thoughtful solutions to investing in Arizona’s 

transportation infrastructure.  It’s our expectation that 

working together as a unified business community will 

result in increased investment to develop our roads as 

arteries of commerce.” 

~ Glenn Hamer, CEO & President,                                               

Arizona Chamber of Commerce & Industry  
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ARPA Members Participate in Transportation Town Hall 
 

ARPA Executive Committee Members Bill 
Mackey, Granite Construction and Chairman 
Brad Belt along with D.J Shiplet of CEMEX 
Participated in the 106th Transportation Town 
Hall in Tucson, Arizona in 2015. The topic was 
transportation and lead with a review of key 
trends that are shaping the future of our vital 

infrastructure.   
 
Consider the following: the need to travel has 
grown exponentially as urban areas have spread 
and the automobile dominates passenger 
transportation, with around 80% of workers 
commuting by car.  Freight (the transportation 
of goods) is transported primarily by trucks and 

vehicle travel in both the U.S. and Arizona 
appears to be slowing with fewer people 
getting licensed.  

 
Investments in roads have not balanced out 
the substantial population growth. Other 
considerations included: 

 Types of Transportation  

 Land Use and Transportation 

 Transportation and Society  

 Transportation and Energy  

 Planning and Policy Making  

 

  

ARPA Chairman Brad Belt 

ARPA member participating in Transportation Town Hall meeting 

DJ Shiplet, CEMEX 
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Highway Users Revenue Fund (HURF) 

Support of the South Mountain Freeway  

ARPA testified at a hearing and submitted a 

letter of support of moving ahead with the 

construction of the South Mountain Freeway.  

ARPA along with other community and business 

organizations, strongly supported the 

completion of the Maricopa County Regional 

Freeway Plan.  The South Mountain Freeway is 

the final segment of this grand roadway network 

envisioned and approved by voting citizens over 

thirty years ago.  Now that we are in the 

homestretch, it is time to finish the job.  Our 

completion of this critical infrastructure system 

will continue the economic prosperity our region 

has enjoyed with the opening of each mile. 

 

State Transportation Budget 

The Arizona legislature approved $87 million allocated for infrastructure and road projects 

ARPA sent a series of four letters regarding the Highway User Revenue Fund.  Based on 

the budget signed by the Governor, it appears that there will be $87 million for the 

Highway User Revenue Fund.  There has also been discussion of one-time monies being 

used to leverage federal grant money.   

 

With Senate Transportation Chair Bob Worsley 

and House Transportation Chair Rick Gray 

"ARPA and AZAGC membership and staff are 

working closer than ever before trying to find a 

funding solution for Arizona's highways and road.  

Both organizations worked together this session to 

acquire $86.5 in critical infrastructure investment 

that will mitigate congestion on interstate 10 and 

the Nogales border."  

~David Martin, President Arizona Chapter 

Associated General Contractors 
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Regulatory and 

Technical 
 

 

Compliance Awareness 

Protecting our environment and establishing sound regulatory policies are part of the 

mission of ARPA and its members.  ARPA works closely with federal, state, county and 

local agencies to ensure compliance above and beyond standard regulations.  

Maintaining a social license to operate is a high priority and members invest in 

technologies and best practices to ensure a healthy environment and a safe workplace. 

Technical 

ARPA is engaged in the technical process of public works and infrastructure 

specifications as it pertains to our communities.  Understanding the technical 

complexities of natural resources is critical to establishing sound specifications and 

keeping the cost of building materials low. 
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Environmental Committee 

Description: 
The Environment Committee, one of ARPA’s most aggressive, is responsible to review and 
comment on pending environmental guidelines, rules, regulations and statutes.  The committee 
also will recommend to federal, state, county and local regulators changes to legal language 
covering the environmental arena.  The group is also an education and information source for 
decision-makers and industry members regarding all aspects of the environment. 

Priority topics: 

 Agency directors meetings and 

reports 

 Air quality (Startup Shutdown 

Malfunction, Exceptional Events, 

Ozone, PM10/PM2.5) 

 Maricopa County Flood Control 

District (development of adverse 

impacts language, Aqua Fria Study, 

Salt Cedar in the Gila River, 

engagement in district process 

improvements and floodplain 

management planning) 

 Sustainability including involvement 

with the ADEQ’s Voluntary 

Environmental Stewardship Program, 

Wildlife Habitat Council, AZ Audubon 

Society 

 Legislation that included regulatory 

reform and environmental matters & 

state budget issues impacting 

environmental program funding 

 Agency process improvement & 

development of MyDEQ 

 Federal regulatory issues such as 

Waters of the US, BLM Planning 2.0 and Ozone standards changes 

 Environmental agency presentations at committee meetings 

 

When they meet:  3rd Thursday of each month  
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Federal 

Waters of the U.S. 
After countless letters, hearings and testimony hosted or attended by ARPA members and many 

more, the Sixth Circuit stayed the detrimental WOTUS rule nationwide, by a 2-1 vote, until it 

determines whether it has jurisdiction over the petitions for review.  The majority found a 

substantial possibility of success on both merits grounds (that the rule does not comport with 

even Justice Kennedy’s Rapanos opinion) and procedural grounds (that significant changes in the 

rule were never put to notice and comment).  The order is, “The Clean Water Rule is hereby 

STAYED nationwide pending further order of the court.”  The rule would have had a detrimental 

impact on industry’s ability to get permitted. Subsequently ARPA filed suit along with the 

Arizona Mining Association: 

For many months the WOTUS litigation has been focused on the threshold question of what 

courts have the power to hear the cases.  That stage of the case is ending.  It seems very likely 

the cases – including our case – will move forward as a single large consolidated (i.e., joint) 

proceeding in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 

Here are the key developments in the Sixth Circuit: 

        Some challengers may still ask the Supreme Court to address the “jurisdictional” 

issue.   

       The Arizona and New Mexico industry coalition is part of the joint Sixth Circuit 

proceeding.  We have been--and will continue to be--actively advocating for 

inclusion of our “arid west” arguments in what will likely be a joint briefing 

effort. 

The ARPA/AMA case will now move forward to the merits in the Sixth Circuit.  But we will have 

to work together there with many states and other industry groups with joint briefing of many 

different issues.   

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled unanimously on May 31, that a landowner can appeal a 
determination from the Army Corps of Engineers that a water body is subject to federal 
jurisdiction and permit requirements under the Clean Water Act through the federal court 
system.  

In his concurrence with Chief Justice John Roberts’ decision, Justice Anthony Kennedy noted 
that the Clean Water Act “continues to raise troubling questions regarding the Government’s 
power to cast doubt on the full use and enjoyment of private property throughout the Nation.” 

 

http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/15pdf/15-290_6k37.pdf
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Endangered Species 

After several meetings and negotiation the 

Fish and Wildlife Service decided NOT to list 

the Sonoran Desert Tortoise as an 

endangered species.  The listing would have 

had a devastating impact on the mining 

industry based on the massive amount of 

habitat they currently occupy in the state.  

Exceptional Events Comments 

 

ARPA submitted comments and testified on the proposed Federal Exceptional Events 

Rule at a recent EPA hearing at ADEQ.  Along with comment, ARPA requested more time 

for ADEQ staff to process the 400 page rule.  That said, many of the provisions in the 

Rule were based on requests from Arizona based on the unique conditions of the arid 

southwest.  ARPA supported the changes, but the Rule is still a work in progress. 

  

ARPA submitting comments at EPA 

hearing on Exceptional Events 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjby7HFnOnMAhVL1WMKHV0ODxgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photo-large-tortoise-walking-desert-reptile-sandy-ground-arid-landscape-image48528856&psig=AFQjCNEf-miH1BKha6y0gVkuLFuPHSyYAA&ust=1463853248140765
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Voluntary Environmental 

Stewardship Program (VESP) 
 

ARPA supported HB 2799 behind ADEQ’s 

Voluntary Environmental Stewardship 

Program that was established in 2012.  

The program identifies and rewards 

organizations with a good history of 

compliance that try to go above and 

beyond legal requirements. VESP has five 

levels of recognition for its members.   

During the April 2016 

Environmental Committee 

meeting, ADEQ 

Ombudsman and 

Communications Director 

Ian Bingham presented the 

VESP award to Scott 

Hughes and Rebecca 

Kervella of CalPortland for 

the Orange Grove Plant in 

Tucson.  

"ARPA has been a key customer for 

the ADEQ as there are 285 rock 

products facility permits in the 

ADEQ system.   Approximately 244 

of those are general permits for 

Crushing and Screening, Hot Mixed 

Asphalt, and Concrete Batch 

Plants.  By way of reference, ADEQ 

currently has a total of 484 

permitted facilities in their 

system.  This is why the voice of 

the members is critical and 

appreciated.” 

  ~Misael Cabrerra, ADEQ Director  

From left to right:  Scott Hughes, Rebecca Kervella and ARPA 

Environmental Committee Chairman Gregg Monger,  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjPi_b-3fjMAhVT22MKHfJRBRcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.azdeq.gov/function/about/lead.html&psig=AFQjCNGHVvRtU7Blht6yhhR-9nZUiSQfRA&ust=1464386234703532
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Land Issues 

 

Land Issues: 

ARPA endorsed a letter to the President regarding opposition to a 

proposed executive order for the 1.7 million acres of land that would be 

taken out of multiple use as part of the Grand Canyon Watershed National 

Monument. 

 

BLM  

BLM AZ and NM Merger – APRA submitted a letter in 

opposition of the BLM Office Merger of Arizona and New 

Mexico.  It was proposed that the headquarters of the newly 

formed office be in New Mexico. This would further exacerbate 

an already troublesome structure that has led to inefficiencies.  It 

was announced there would be no merger of the Arizona and New 

Mexico State BLM offices. 

   

Congressman Gosar speaks to state and local policymakers on 

land issues at ARPA.  
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BLM Planning 2.0 
 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is proposing to amend existing regulations that 

establish the procedures used to prepare, revise, or amend land use plans pursuant to the 

Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA).  The proposed rule would be the most 

significant change to Federal land management in the past 40 years or since FLPMA was 

established.  The Rule would change how BLM will address landscape-scale resource issues, such 

as wildfire, habitat connectivity, or the demand for renewable and nonrenewable energy 

sources and how the 

agency will respond to 

environmental and social 

changes.  The proposed 

rule purports to recognize 

the role of science in the 

planning process while 

evaluating the resource, 

environmental, ecological, 

social, and economic 

conditions at the onset of 

planning. The proposed 

rule claims to address the 

important role of other 

Federal agencies, State and 

local governments, Indian 

tribes, and the public 

during the planning 

process, and that it 

enhances opportunities for 

public involvement and transparency during the preparation of resource management plans but 

did not involve key stakeholders in its development.  Director Steve Trussell represents ARPA on 

the BLM Resource Advisory Council and submitted comments to request an extension of the 

rulemaking that was granted, and was instrumental in requesting that the Council file comments 

on the problematic approach and lack of sufficient time to comment on the Proposed Rule.  

Additionally, ARPA has provided detailed comments on how the proposed rule ignores local 

authority and is a vast departure from how the agency currently addresses land planning.  

Further, ARPA’s comments give a detailed account of how this change will impact the Rock 

Products Industry in Arizona.  

 

  

BLM RAC meeting 
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Pima, Pinal and Maricopa County Regulations 

 

ARPA Member Company Vulcan Materials hosted; on behalf of the industry, the 

Director of Pinal Department of Environmental Quality and his staff to see the impacts 

of the newly proposed Fugitive Dust Rule in Pinal County.  It was an excellent 

opportunity to see how the permit would work on the ground.  ARPA Environment 

Chairman Gregg Monger led the effort for what he called an excellent showing of 

support for understanding the legitimate concerns associated with the rule so that they 

might be resolved.  
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Flood Control District of Maricopa County Engagement 
 

Kaizen/Process Improvement 

ARPA has been engaged in agency process improvements with several agencies over the past 

two years including the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, 

Arizona State Land Department, and Arizona Department of 

Transportation.  The Maricopa County Flood Control District also 

underwent a process improvement and even hosted a Kaizen (LEAN 

management process for waste reduction) event at ARPA’s request.  

After a multitude of meetings and subcommittee work, the results 

have been a step in the right direction as far as permit processing and 

interface with the agency.  The Board of Supervisors approved the 

process and it has allowed ARPA and its members to address life-of-

mine permitting, adverse impacts, closure and regulatory language 

changes.   

Phase I of the Agua Fria Storage Feasibility Study  

The ARPA Board of Directors approved the commissioning of a comprehensive study regarding 

whether storage of flood waters in the existing on-line sand and gravel mines along the Agua 

Fria River significantly reduces the 100-year peak discharge. The 100-year discharge is reduced 

because the volume in the pits is greater than the predicted flood volume from all of the 

tributaries downstream of Lake Pleasant.  In addition, if the existing off-line sand and gravel 

mines were modified to accept flood water, the available storage would exceed the volume of 

the 100-year flood by a factor of 10 or more. Consideration of just the available existing on-line 

storage reduces the 100-year peak discharge from about 35,000 cfs to less than 10,000 cfs for 

the portions of the river downstream of Bell Road.  If the initial findings were correct this could 

have meant that 11,000 acres of state, federal and private lands would have been open to 

development.   The Flood Control District of Maricopa County committed to the commissioning 

and cost of the second phase of the study.  

Phase II of the Study 

In March 2014 a Feasibility Study was completed by JE Fuller/Hydrology and Geomorphology, 

Inc. that identified the technical feasibility of reducing the 100‐year peak discharge in the Agua 

Fria River by making use of sand and gravel mine storage volume adjacent to the river. In this 

Phase II study, further refinement of the potential for existing sand and gravel mines to reduce 

the 100‐year regulatory flow rates and the corresponding 100‐year floodplain limits in the Agua 

Fria River was performed. 

 

Potential storage volume within these mines was estimated at over 38,000 acre‐feet. 

Reevaluation of the 100‐year flows in the River downstream of New Waddell Dam found that 
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outflows from the Dam should be included with runoff from the downstream watershed when 

determining the flow rates for the 100‐year floodplain. Moreover, the Dam outflow volume 

exceeds the available potential storage volume from existing mine pits. Therefore, a minimum 

bypass flow for the Dam outflows should be provided. 

 

Use of the potential storage volume could result in a reduction of the 100‐year peak flow rates 

for segments of the Agua Fria River between 

Happy Valley Road and the New River. However, 

not all of the pits are strategically located to 

leverage all the potential storage volume 

effectively. In order to use the effective storage, 

significant engineering measures would be 

required to comply with local and federal 

floodplain regulations. Estimates of construction 

costs of such measures would likely exceed $66 

million excluding land acquisition and assuming 

pits can be sufficiently drained by percolation 

alone. Additionally, implementation would 

require significant collaboration and coordination 

among land owners, mine operators, and various 

levels of government. 

Lower Gila River Floodplain Delineation Study: 

Bullard Avenue to Painted Rock Dam 

The draft Lower Gila River Floodplain Delineation 

Study was completed in September 2014 and 

available for public comment and review from October 2014 through August 2015. Only two 

public comments were received; both comments concerned land downstream of State Route 

85. The resolution of the comments did not require significant changes to the preliminary 

floodplain delineation.  The Study was finalized and submitted to the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) in early December 2015.  The final delineation is published on the 

Flood Control District of Maricopa County’s (District) website at fcd.maricopa.gov.  

 Lower Gila Delineation: Key Facts  

 The size of the Gila River floodplain upstream of State Route 85 increased by seven 
square miles due to the growth of salt cedar in the river channel. 

 New development must build in accordance with the results of the Lower Gila 
Floodplain Delineation Study as submitted to FEMA in December 2015.  

 Flood insurance requirements go into effect when the delineation is approved by FEMA. 
FEMA approval could take several years. The District will notify property owners prior to 
FEMA approving the delineation. 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiY1PTBnvbMAhVB52MKHRHODAgQjRwIBw&url=https://www.nps.gov/sagu/learn/nature/tamarisk.htm&bvm=bv.122676328,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNFN3lBZbtnsQOotPinxf3enmdfYOw&ust=1464300345010916
http://fcd.maricopa.gov/


77 
 

 
June 2016 

Salt Cedar Management Plan 

The District recently completed a draft salt cedar management plan to reduce the size of 

the floodplain. The plan identifies effective methods for salt cedar clearing and 

appropriate locations for plantings of native trees and shrubs. The plan seeks to achieve 

a balance between removal of salt cedar to reduce the size of the floodplain and 

maintenance of habitat for three endangered bird species that live in the Gila River. The 

river channel is the geographic limits for the salt cedar management plan.  

 The salt cedar management plan is not a regulatory document; instead the plan 

provides a roadmap for what will be required to reduce the size of the floodplain 

through vegetation management. Even if the vegetation management plan is fully 

implemented, levees near the bridges will still be needed the edge of the channel to 

confine the river to the existing floodway line.  

 Status:  

 The District sent a letter to the Corps of Engineers requesting funding in 2017 for 
a pilot project on District-owned property to remove salt cedar and potentially 
construct a levee or bank protection. The request has support from Senator 
McCain and Congressman Grijalva’s offices.  

 The District is requesting that the Corps of Engineers issue a county wide 404 
permit for invasive species removal. Issuance of a county-wide permit would 
eliminate the need for the District to seek a JD on the Gila River. A JD would then 
be determined on a project-by-project basis. 

 The District is preparing habitat suitability maps for the endangered species that 
live in the Gila River. These maps can be used to streamline the permitting 
process for individual property owners seeking to voluntarily clear salt cedar on 
their land. 

 

Arizona Floodplain Managers Conference 

 

In May 2016, ARPA was invited to speak at the Arizona 

Floodplain Managers Association’s (AFMA) Conference 

in Flagstaff.  The purpose and objective of AFMA is to 

provide a means of local representation on a state-

wide basis regarding policies and activities dealing with 

floodplain management within the State of Arizona. 

This includes promoting the common interest in flood 
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hazard mitigation, enhancing cooperation between the various related private, local, 

state and federal agencies, and encouraging and ensuring new and innovative 

approaches to managing the state's floodplains Conference.  ARPA had the opportunity 

to educate the group about industry and challenges associated with the interface 

between engineering and regulatory requirements.  It also served as an opportunity to 

work towards better communication with the various floodplain managers around the 

state. 

Maricopa County and Arizona Chamber Clean Air Conference 

 

Clean Air Conference  

ARPA assisted with the planning and facilitation of the Clean Air Conference on 

November 6, 2015 hosted by the Maricopa County Air Quality Department and the 

Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  Heather Thrasher assisted in the planning 

and moderation of 

the industry panel 

on Air Quality.   
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Wildlife Habitat Council 

 
ARPA partnered with the Wildlife Habitat 

Council on constructing and installing a habitat 

garden at the ARPA office in March, 2016.  This 

effort comports with ARPA’s strategic plan on 

community relations and sustainability 

initiatives.  Member companies and ARPA 

continue to work with WHC on land use 

programs during the life of a mining operation 

site and how to integrate these programs with 

the local communities.  

  

Wildlife Habitat garden at ARPA office 
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Occupational Health and Safety 
 

 

Timely and Meaningful 

Regulatory Guidance 

 

For the 2015-2016 Safety & 

Transportation committee year, 

several agenda items related to 

regulatory policy guidance were 

reviewed and discussed such as:  

MSHA policy guidance from 

district manager Richard 

Laufenberg, OSHA Silica Dust 

Rule and compliance measures, 

distracted driving laws, and the 

Move Over Awareness law for 

tow trucks, and ADOSH 

updates.  In addition, members 

learned about speed and 

control of equipment from 

Meyvn Global, haul truck safety 

technology from Loadrite, tool 

technology from Bosse Tools, 

and safety matters for both the 

aggregates and minerals mining 

industries during the inaugural 

joint ARPA/AMA Safety 

committee meeting. 
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Safety & Transportation Committee 
 

The Safety and Transportation committees were combined to work 

closely together on safety and agency issues.  The Safety Committee 

works to build relationships with the regulatory agencies responsible 

for worker and plant site safety. Both the Mine Inspector’s Office and 

representatives from the Mine Safety and Health Administration and 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration attend important 

monthly meetings.  The committee works with these agencies to 

educate members and non-members alike to establish comprehensive 

safety programs, address current issues, and share vital information.  

The Safety Committee has held joint safety conferences, provided 

training, participated in occupational safety events, and have provided 

and received presenters to convey vital information. The committee 

has also instituted an annual safety awards program given to those 

organizations with the best safety records.  The ultimate goal of the 

committee is to increase awareness and compliance.  The 

Transportation Committee brings together experts in the field 

regarding on and off-road vehicles to discuss and solve critical issues 

facing the industry.  The committee deals with such issues as 

maintenance and compliance standards, relationships with 

enforcement agencies, vehicular tax policies, on-road public relations 

efforts, hours of service and driver training.  

Top priorities: 

 Mock safety and truck inspections  

 Spring Thaw conference 

 ARPA Safety Awards Luncheon 

 Agency interface and reports from MSHA, ADOSH, ASMI, 

ADOT, AZDPS 

 Minerals Definition training 

 Competent Person training 

 AGC/ARPA joint safety meeting – Distracted Driving Summit 

 Development of ARPA Compliance Review newsletter 

 Promotion and protection of Federal Grant Funding 

 Electrical inspections resolution with the Arizona Mine 

Inspector’s Office 

When they meet:  3rd Thursday of each month   

“The Arizona 

Rock Products 

Association is 

where we 

network, share 

resources, and 

receive advice 

and support, 

which assists us 

in improving 

ourselves, our 

companies and 

the safety of our 

community.”  

 

Deb Hutchison, 

Vulcan Materials 

Company 
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Arizona State Mine Inspector Electrical Certification 

The State Mine Inspector does not have the certification of the National Electrical Safety 

Code (NEC / NESC), staff to conduct inspections of electrical facilities to determine if 

such facilities comply with all local constructions codes and safety standards. 

It is the mine owner’s and/or operator’s responsibility under the Corporation 

Commissions rules to coordinate this responsibility with their architectural and 

engineering consultants, construction contractors or subcontractors as appropriate 

before their electrical systems are energized.  The required inspection and information 

has been submitted and approved, the State Mine Inspector will provide the Utility 

Providers Certificate of Electrical Readiness.  This keeps the jurisdiction of authority out 

of the wrong hands. 
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Rule Development Education 
 

OSHA’s Silica Rule Workshop  

Associate member Major Kinsfater presented to 

the May 19, 2016 Environment Committee 

meeting on the topic of compliance with OSHA’s 

new silica rule.  Ongoing trainings such as this 

one benefit ARPA members by providing current 

information pertaining 

 

 

 

 

Minerals Identifications Workshop 
In 2015 - 16, ARPA members from the 

Environmental and Safety committees attended 

an educational workshop provided by Dale 

Dysdale, Vice President of Occupational & 

Environmental Health with NSSGA to learn the 

differences and health impacts of naturally 

occurring asbestos versus non-naturally 

occurring asbestos.  
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Improving Communications 
 

Former MSHA Mesa District Field Office Supervisor Dave Brown and ARPA have teamed up to 

provide the ARPA Compliance Review.  ARPA is also sponsoring MSHA Safety Alerts. 
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Providing Key Topic Experts and Training 
 

Mine Safety Health Administration Competent Person Training 

In 2015 - 16, ARPA hosted two separate Competent Person safety training courses provided by 

retired MSHA field supervisor, Dave 

Brown, who currently owns and operates 

his safety consulting business, Mine 

Safety Assistance, LLC.  Representatives 

from ARPA member companies spent 8 

hours, per class, learning the finer details of competent person task training as it pertains to 

MSHA regulations, followed by a half day onsite audit of a facility for a hands on approach to 

this valuable experience.  
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Mock Inspections 

 

In 2015 – 16, ARPA hosted mock safety inspections with the support and coordination of federal 

and state regulatory agencies along with 

ARPA member companies in a collaborative 

effort to increase education and awareness 

on compliance measures.  This partnership 

helps to improve safety and sustain long-term 

relationships with regulators. 

In 2015, ARPA and member company Salt 

River Materials Group hosted a mock safety 

inspection in partnership with MSHA 

regulators.  Several company representatives 

were present and walked away with 

invaluable information on how to remain 

compliant with current regulations. 

 

Mock Truck Inspection 

 

In October of 2016, approximately 40 attendees from several ARPA member companies 

participated in the first mock truck inspection at Inside Out Fleet Repair in Phoenix, AZ  in 

partnership with ADOT and AZDPS officials to learn more about safety regulations pertaining to 

transportation.  Special thanks goes to Arizona Materials, CalPortland, and Salt River Materials 

Group for donating their trucks for the event. 

Mock Safety Inspection at Salt River Materials 

Group’s Beeline Highway Plant 

Mock truck inspection at In and Out Fleet Repair 
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Safety Awards Luncheon 

The annual Safety Awards Luncheon was 

hosted on April 8, 2016 at the Arizona Grand 

Resort in Phoenix, AZ.  Mark Norton of Norton 

Safety Services provided the keynote address 

followed by the awards ceremony for Zero 

Incidents, Driver of the Year, Safety 

Professional of the Year, Committee Person of 

the Year, and Company Safety Awards.  This 

year’s event included special recognition of 

the late Tom Vanderwalker for his influence 

on the safety culture of the industry and the 

many colleagues that worked with him over 

his lifetime in the industry.  As a result, the 

newly formed Tom Vanderwalker Safety 

Professional of the Year award was presented 

along with a video tribute to his life and 

career achievements. 

MSHA Spring Thaw – May 6, 2016 
 

MSHA’s Spring Thaw event 

was held at the Chapparal 

Suites in Scottsdale on May 6, 

2016.  More than 225 

attendees participated 

including 20 sponsors. The 

keynote speaker was Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of MSHA 

Patricia Silvey. The event 

featured a full slate of 

compelling safety topics and 

speakers  
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Human Resources Committee 

Description: 
The Human Resources Committee was formed to bring together the HR functions of ARPA 

member companies. The committee is designed as a forum to communicate best practices, 

network and provide updates on new regulations and policies. Some topics of discussion are 

employee relations, current legal/litigation issues, and health and welfare. 

Top Priorities: 

 E-mod and benefits of return to work presentation 

 Minimum salaries for white collar employees presentation 

 Same-sex marriage ruling and human resource impacts presentation 

 New DOL regulations: Conducting wage/hour audits, independent contractors 

presentation 

 Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) compliance 

presentation (retirement/health benefits compliance update) 

 Suicide prevention summit 

 Minimum wage ballot initiative presentation 

 Workforce development initiatives (i.e. Veteran’s 

Administration, Arizona Coalition for Military Families, Arizona 

School Counselor Association, Association for Career & 

Technical Education Arizona, Arizona Department of 

Education, and Joint Technical Education Districts) 

When they meet:  2nd Wednesday of each month  

Experts and Training for Members 
In the 2015 – 2016 Human Resources committee year, 

members learned from experts on the following topics:   

 Demystifying Your E-Mod and Benefits of Return to 

Work Program,  

 new Department of Labor regulations,  

 conducting internal wage and hourly audits, 

independent contractor, and misclassification,  

 same-sex marriage and HR impacts,  

 Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) 

compliance updates, 

 Arizona roadmap to veteran employment:   

o Becoming an Arizona Veteran Supportive Employer 

(AVSE),  

o the Veterans Economic Communities Initiative (VECI),   
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Asphalt, Paving and Technical Committee 
 

Description: 

The Asphalt Paving & Technical Committee was formed to 
work closely with all levels of government in the proper use 
and maintenance of asphalt products. The committee has 
been involved with implementation of the new federal 
binding and paving program.  Committee members interact 
with the Maricopa County Association of Governments 
Standard Specification and Details Committee and work with 
the Arizona Department of Transportation to explore changes 
in specifications, production techniques and applications. 

 

Top Priorities: 

 Representation on the newly developed ADOT 

Standards Committee 

 

 Implementation of technical plant tours 

 

 Growth of ARPA status at the MAG Standards 

Committee on specification issues 

 

 Successful interactions with Yavapai County agencies 

on new asphalt specifications.  

 

 The AC Committee has grown the industry 
participation in the committee to the highest level in 
the last 10 years, helping ARPA speak as one voice on 
asphalt issues to agencies in AZ. 

 

When they m  eet:  2nd Tuesday of each month   

“The Asphalt Technical 

Committee continues to 

provide its ARPA 

member sthe single 

most productive forum 

for communicating 

asphalt related issues 

to ADOT, MAG, and the 

other municipalities in 

Arizona. It has been so 

effective, all other 

types of asphalt 

technical groups in 

Arizona have stopped 

operating, and now put 

their energies into 

ARPA’s committee.” 

 

~James Carusone 

VP – Business 

Development 

Salt River Materials 

Group 
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ADOT Standards Committee - Official Implementation 
 

ARPA worked to assist ADOT in the development and 

implementation of the new ADOT Standards Committee.  After 

long last, ADOT is now ready to officially implement. 

We are ready to officially implement the ADOT Standards 

Committee.  The Standards Committee will begin meeting 

monthly on the third Thursday of each month beginning June 16, 

2016.  A meeting invite will be sent to committee members so 

they have it on their schedules. 

The ADOT Standards Committee has established a web page at 

the following link http://www.azdot.gov/business/standards-and-

guidelines/standards-committee .  The web page contains specific information on the Standards 

Committee and subcommittee responsibilities, members, and meeting dates.   

All requests to revise an existing standard or create a 

new standard must be made utilizing the “Standards 

Committee Request Form”.  The form is available on the 

Standards Committee web page. 

ADOT is going to begin with the standards that will fall 

under the materials subcommittee.  They will begin to 

bring the other subcommittees on board with their 

accompanying standards in the near future.   

Effective Immediately, the ADOT Standards Committee 

will need to review and approve any request to create a 

new or revise an existing materials related standard.  The 

list of materials related standards that currently fall 

under the responsibility of the Standards Committee can 

be found on the materials subcommittee web page 

under “Subcommittee Areas of Responsibility”.  

  

"ADOT and its partners 

believe that building the right 

infrastructure requires not 

only rock solid relationships 

between government and 

industry, but the best 

materials as well.  Steve 

Trussell and ARPA continue 

to provide the finest of both 

to ADOT, and ultimately, 

Arizona taxpayers."  - John 

Halikowski, Director 

http://www.azdot.gov/business/standards-and-guidelines/standards-committee
http://www.azdot.gov/business/standards-and-guidelines/standards-committee
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjB6fDzyvjMAhVP_WMKHZkVDyAQjRwIBw&url=http://tucson.com/news/opinion/john-halikowski-much-effort-needed-to-move-i--from/article_3a1abb88-7d44-5884-a387-b66fbd16f065.html&psig=AFQjCNHXDe4VHEgMKuCr267BtyjFNAFwMw&ust=1464381104440963
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MAG Details and Specifications Committee 
 

 

 

 

This committee consists of representatives from 

member agency engineering departments and 

the construction industry including two from 

the Arizona Rock Products Association. The 

committee makes recommendations on 

proposed amendments to the MAG 

Specifications and Details for Public Works 

Construction. A printed copy of the 

specifications including detail drawings is 

available.  

 

Ready mix plant and hot mix asphalt certifications 
ARPA offers ready mix plant and hot mix asphalt certifications for its members.  The current 

certifications are updated on the ARPA website for easy viewing in the field. 
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Concrete, Technical and Education Committee 
 

Description: 

The Concrete Technical and Education Committee were 
formed to work closely with all levels of government in the 
proper use and maintenance of concrete products. The 
committee has been involved with the Arizona Department of 
Transportation and the Maricopa County Association of 
Governments and Committee members explore changes in 
specifications, production techniques and applications and 
provide educational presentations to industry related groups 
on contemporary concrete concepts. 

 

Top priorities: 

 Continue to improve communication with MAG and 

ADOT standards specification teams via working 

group meetings 

 Technical education tours to help educate agency 

technical writers on specifications 

 City of Phoenix agency inspector standards for 

visiting operator sites 

 Assist City of Tempe with standard specifications on 

pervious concrete via MAG submittal checklist 

 

When they meet:  2nd Tuesday of each month  

  

“Involvement in the 

ARPA technical 

committee provides 

productive 

communication 

amongst peers, and 

largely in part between 

specifier and producer, 

to work together to 

design and construct a 

better end product.” 

Tom Villa, Rock Solid 
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2016 Plant specifier tour 
 

In April of 2016, ARPA members hosted a plant tour of the 

east Mesa Salt River Materials Group facility for agency 

materials specifier personnel to learn more about the 

aggregates, ready-mix concrete, and asphaltic concrete 

processes.   

 On April 13, 2016 , twenty four 

attendees from state an local 

agencies (list) attended a two 

hour technical specifier tour of 

the east Mesa Salt River 

Materials Group facility.  The 

tour was led by Jeff Hearne, 

Dan McQuade, and Tom Villa 

and included education of 

mining and processing 

aggregate materials, the 

production of ready-mix 

concrete and hot-mix asphalt. 

Those in attendance 

represented the following 

agencies: 

 City of Phoenix 

 City of Buckeye 

 City of Chandler 

 City of Gilbert 

 Maricopa Association of 

Governments (MAG) 

 Arizona Department of 

Transportation (ADOT) 

 Salt River Project 

 

 

 

Specifier tour photos – April 13, 2016 
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Community Relations 
 

 Arizona Fallen Firefighters Memorial Project 

 Glendale Heroes Regional Park Archery Range 

 Joe McCord Memorial 

 MaryLynn McCord Landscape Rock Donation 

 Flood Control District of Maricopa County Collaboration 

 Sonoran Sky Elementary School 

 Southwest Lending Closet – New Parking Lot 
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Community Relations Committee 
 

Description: 

The goal of the community relations committee is to advance the long- and short-term strategic 

plans of ARPA.  These objectives include raising awareness about the importance of our industry 

and addressing inaccurate information.  Duties of the CR Committee also include the 

development of a positive image for the rock products industry by promoting the benefits or 

our industry, internal and external educational outreach, support of key civic and charitable 

organizations and assisting membership with community relations issues. 

Top Priorities: 

 Arizona School Counselor Association presentation/roundtable to the HR/CR committee 

 Arizona Department of Education & Career and Technical workforce development 

presentation 

 All charitable donations – Maricopa County Flood Control District sand and sandbag 

donation, Southwest Lending Closet asphalt parking lot, Arizona Fallen Firefighter’s 

Memorial, Joe McCord Memorial Bench and Ceremony, and City of Glendale Heroes 

Park Archery Range 

 Arizona School Counselor Association annual conference exhibit 

 ARPA office renovations 

 Public Mine tours 

 Involvement in the Arizona Construction Career Days and Southern Arizona Career Days 

events 

 ARPA Involvement in the Port of 

Tucson’s IDEAS 2016 conference 

and hosting the Mining 

Appreciation Dinner 

 Multiple workforce 

development initiatives with the 

Veteran’s Administration, 

Arizona Coalition for Military 

Families, Joint Technical 

Education Districts, guidance 

counselors and the Department 

of Education  

 ARPA branding initiative 

When they meet:   1st Tuesday of the 

month  

Russian college students visit ARPA to 

learn more about Arizona mining 
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Arizona Fallen Firefighters Memorial Project - 2015 

 
ARPA and several member producers participated in the construction of the memorial by 

providing support, aggregate base material, and ready-mix concrete.  This memorial project was 

many years in the making and involved many industry sectors, policy makers, and support 

organizations to make this happen.  It’s a tribute to how important these types of projects are to 

ARPA members and the part each company can play in their development. 

 

ARPA members contributing 

materials: 

Hanson Aggregates, Arizona 

Materials, CEMEX, and 

CalPortland 
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Glendale Heroes Regional Park Archery Range 
 

Heroes Regional Park Archery Range Targets Summer 2016 Opening! 

ARPA members contributing 

materials include: 

Salt River Materials Group, 

Madison Granite Supplies, 

Arizona Materials, Hanson 

Aggregates, and CEMEX 

 

Material Donations 
“Piling Up” for Planned 
Archery Range  

 
Mayor Jerry Weiers was on 
hand Thursday, March 10 to 

welcome nearly 400 tons of 
gravel needed for the new archery 

range, generously donated by Arizona Rock Products Association member Salt River Materials 
Group. Heritage Trucking also pitched in and donated the use of their trucks and drivers for the 
transport and delivery to the Heroes Regional Park site. Construction is slated to start early 
summer. Thank you to SRMG and Heritage Trucking! 
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Joe McCord Memorial 
 

In March of 2015, Arizona Rock Products Association, in 

conjunction with the City of Peoria leadership, the Board of 

Education and ASU’s Del Webb School of Construction, Concrete 

Industry Management program, and other officials celebrated the 

life of the late Joe McCord.  Joe was dedicated to community 

service and that was exemplified in his relationship with his 

community in Peoria and the rock products industry.  Joe was a 

leader and brought people together to 

work on challenges and provided 

guidance in resolving issues.  ARPA 

and member companies are proud to 

honor Joe and partner with the City 

of Peoria and ASU to memorialize Joe’s selfless life work 

and continue to partner with the community. 

 MaryLynn McCord Landscape Rock Donation 

 

 

 

 

 

ARPA members contributing 

materials and labor include: 

Lafarge, CEMEX, CalPortland, 

and Vulcan Materials Company 
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Flood Control District of Maricopa County 

 

ARPA members partnered with the Flood Control District of Maricopa County to provide sand 

and sandbag donations to mitigate storm damage in areas hit by heavy monsoon rainfall.  
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Sonoran Sky Elementary School 

ARPA members participated in the planning and 

development of Sonoran Sky Elementary School’s outdoor 

science classroom named Wonderland.  In an effort to 

support STEM education and it importance to careers in the 

mining industry, members donated time, technical input, 

and materials to the garden’s construction.  This outdoor 

science/garden classroom is the first of its kind in size and 

scope and a project ARPA supports. 

ARPA members 

contributing materials 

and time include: 

CEMEX and Vulcan 

Materials Company 

Southwest Lending Closet – New Parking Lot 

ARPA and producer member, Vulcan Materials 

Company, supported the donation of ashphalt mix 

material to Southwest Lending Closet to resurface 

their parking lot.  Southwest Lending Closet is a 

charitable organization that provides medical 

devices to veterans and citizens in need when 

insurance doesn’t cover these expenses.  The 

project involved the efforts and coordination of 

industry and city leadership from Avondale, 

Goodyear, and Buckeye along with Sunland Asphalt 

to complete the needed parking lot.  
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Key Partnerships 
 

    

“Associations - like ours - with a base in Natural 

Resource production are natural allies on water, land 

use, and property rights issues - ARPA and the 

"cowboys" have taken this alliance beyond a mere 

allegiance -- we know how to crawl in the trench 

together!" 

-Bas Aja, President of the Arizona Cattle Growers 

“No one is better than the Arizona Rock Products 

Association at building trusting relationships at the 

Arizona State Capitol.” 

~ Tony Bradley, Arizona Trucking Association 

 

"As with any major construction projects, companies 

need to partner and develop relationships to be 

successful.  Likewise, the HBACA has enjoyed a deep 

partnership with ARPA on a number of critical policy 

and legislative issues that have brought success due to 

our mutual respect and trust but also through the 

ability to convey the value our members bring to 

Arizona's economy."   

~Spencer Kamps Home Builders Association 

 

http://arizonatrucking.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwm9XVzYXNAhUUTGMKHeKkAUQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.hbaca.org/?page%3DHBACAStaff&psig=AFQjCNF3xr_StURDg-B_qV8is4YT6LtR6g&ust=1464828520386034
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiS34XKzoXNAhVhF2MKHQrnAPoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.empireag.com/Resources/Associations/&psig=AFQjCNGOxNLdFwIU1rkmaCgyO7dLaLZSVQ&ust=1464828720425105
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Mining Partnerships 

 

The Resolution and Florence Copper Projects have 

requested ARPA’s support in their upcoming NEPA 

process and public hearings.  The recommendation from 

the Executive Committee was to assist.  The Board 

agreed.   

Support of All Mining Sectors  

ARPA supports its industry partners and has provided support 

and comment at hearings for the Rosemont, Resolution and 

Florence Copper projects.  ARPA has also provided comments 

opposing development on national monuments that would 

have a devastating impact on uranium mining and other 

mineral development opportunities and take collectively 2.9 

million acres of land from multiple use.  

Ideas 2016 – Mining conference and Mining Appreciation Dinner 
 

These events addressed global demands for mining products, logistics, innovation and 

sustainability at the IDEAS 2016 - Inter-multimodal Development Expo.  Attendees had an 

opportunity to discover mining innovations and multimodal transportation options as well as 

network with key decision makers and 

learn how to do more business with the 

mining industry globally.  The conference 

included specialized workshops and 

breakout sessions with industry 

professionals to learn about mining 

innovation, global business development 

opportunities and how to access the most 

efficient modes of transportation, to 

connect to domestic and to international 

markets.  The culmination of the event 

was a well-attended mining appreciation 

dinner that was hosted by ARPA, AMIGOS 

and SABC.   

Sydney Hayes of AMIGOS 

and Steve Trussell present 
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Workforce Development 

 
ARPA participated in the planning and emceed the Arizona Construction Career Days 
(AZCCD) event and the VIP reception. AZCCD introduces high school students, 

counselors, politicians and industry leaders to careers in the 
construction industry which support the pipeline that will provide 
the professionals of Building Tomorrow's Workforce Today. 
AZCCD has proven highly successful in promoting the construction 
industry and the careers it offers to America's youth. 
 
AZCCD began as a partnership between Federal Highway 
Administration and the National Association of Women in 
Construction; since then our 

team has grown to include... 

 Army National Guard  
 Arizona Department of Transportation  
 Arizona Department of Education  
 Career and Technical Education ( 
 Federal Highways 
 Associated General Contractors of America  
 Association Builders Alliance  
 Arizona Rock Products Association  
 Local Labor Unions and Apprenticeship 

programs 
 Local Utility Companies (SRP, APS, SWG) 

 

Brad Belt and Eric 

Loken participate at 

the VIP Reception 

Adjutant General McGuire 

speaks at VIP Reception 
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Southern Arizona Construction Career Days 

 

The Southern Arizona Construction Career Days (SACCD) event will serve the 

awareness in the transportation, and construction and related industries.  We 

will provide educational and career training pathways to 800 students. We 

intend to increase the number of job placements in Southern Arizona. 

Your Southern Arizona contractors and construction industry firms have come 

together to provide students a unique opportunity to learn about the various 

construction equipment, what they do, and experience operation of the various 

construction trade professions. 

 

Students in a CEMEX truck 

simulator 
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ARPA Workforce Development Initiatives and Partners 

Arizona Department of Education - Construction and Related Programs 

Advisory Council  

This council will serve to represent all of the professional groups and agencies within 
construction as a profession in a united effort to promote local program success in secondary 
(grades 9-12) schools. Construction and related education programs council includes: 
Construction Technologies, Cabinetmaking, Carpentry, Drafting (Architectural, Mechanical, 
Electronics), HVAC, Heavy/Industrial Equipment Maintenance Technologies, Industrial 
Electrician and Residential Electrician, which are a result of a need to provide a consistent 
delivery of high-quality construction education in Arizona. Programs of Study (POS), CTE career 
pathways and use of national standards are becoming frequent terms in the education 
landscape. This council will help provide recommendations and information for a statewide 
model that allows our students greater opportunity to gainful employment and higher 
education. This is an invitation to be part of a “solutions-based” decision-making process for 
addressing issues and emerging concerns that are or will affect Construction and Related 
education programs and students. 

Role:  ARPA invited to sit on the council for industry feedback and guidance on programs 

 

Arizona Department of Education - Arizona Career Leadership Network 

Representatives of the Arizona Department of Education have developed this network to 
champion the development of a system in which all students become career literate through the 
implementation of high quality Education and Career Action Plans (ECAP’s).  If students, families, 
employers, community members, and educators collectively support and actively implement 
high quality ECAP’s, then students will be equipped with the knowledge and tools necessary to 
pursue a career and achieve economic independence. 

Role:  ARPA invited to sit on the committee/network for industry guidance 
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East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT) – Industry Advisory Council 

The Industry Advisory council promotes greater cooperation between career and technical 
education and business/industry.  It is made up mostly of private sector 
members who volunteer their time, 
talent and knowledge to support and 
strengthen career and technical 
education.  The council has three major 
roles:  To advise,  assist, support, 
advocate for career and technical 
education.  An important service that 
committee members provide is to 

assist faculty in identifying job specific skills so that 
instruction will better reflect business/industry and further 
strengthen career and technical education.  Council 
members provide direct access to skilled potential 
employees, opportunities to influence the training of the 
current and future workforce, and a setting to network and 
develop relationships with professionals in your respective 
field.  Councils develop a program of work based on the needs of the program and the 
requirements of the business community. Eight major areas councils may consider assisting with 
include:  Community Relations, Curriculum, Community Resources, Recruitment, Career and 
Technical Student Organizations, Job Placement, Staff Development, and Program Review 

Role:  ARPA invited to sit on the advisory council for industry guidance on program development 
and support on resources needed for specific programs 

 

Western Maricopa Education Center (WestMEC) – 

Industry Advisory Council 
The primary purpose of advisory committees is to help schools and 

institutions improve the quality of instruction in career and technical education programs. These 
committees are selected by West-MEC staff and/or local districts/schools and are drawn 
primarily from the private sector with appropriate public sector representation. Members are 
volunteers who share an expert knowledge of the career pathway, the job tasks and 
competency requirements for specific occupations.  Advisory committees have three major 
roles:  To advise – The advisory committee assesses specific areas of the career and technical 
education program and makes suggestions and recommendations designed to improve that 
specific area. Such recommendations could include the modification of curriculum, purchase of 
new instructional materials or equipment or adoption of new program policies and procedures. 
To assist – The advisory committee helps the instructor and/or administrator carry out specific 
activities. These activities could include judging competitive skill events, Career and Technical 
Student Organizations (CTSOs), setting up a scholarship program, and obtaining media coverage 
for special events or other activities that expand and/or enhance the CTE program.  To support 
and advocate – The advisory committee promotes the career and technical education program 
throughout the community. Promotion or marketing could include talking to legislators, 

Brad Belt and Billy DeWit at 

Workforce Development EVENT 

event 
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speaking for career and technical education at board meetings, writing articles for local 
newspapers or arranging publicity with the assistance of West-MEC staff. 

Role:  ARPA invited to sit on the advisory council for industry guidance on program development 

 

Arizona School Counselors Association 

 

The Arizona School Counselors Association, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization representing Arizona school counselors. We are 
comprised of an elected board, several appointed positions, and a 
handful of community liaisons. We support school counselors 
through professional development, resources, and advocacy at the 
state and national level. We empower school counselors to lead 
systemic change by delivering to all students an ASCA National Model Program, aligned with 
state standards for academic, personal/social, and career development. 

Role:  ARPA to continue educating school counselors on the rock products industry and consider 
attending the AZSCA annual conference 

 

Association for Career and Technical Education (CTE) of Arizona 

The Association for Career and 
Technical Education of Arizona is a 
volunteer professional non-profit 
association for Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) teachers 
and administrators to provide 

leadership in developing an educated, prepared, adaptable and competitive workforce. Our 
primary goals are to provide professional development for CTE professionals and to increase 
public awareness about the value and importance of CTE. 

ACTEAZ is committed to enhancing the job performance and satisfaction of its members; to 
increasing public awareness and appreciation for career and technical programs; and to assuring 
growth in local, state and federal funding for these programs in conjunction with the National 
ACTE organization in actively communicating and working with legislators and government 
leaders. 

Role:  ARPA to continue educating CTE counselors on the rock products industry and consider 
attending the ACTE annual conference 
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Veteran Employment Groups 

Arizona Coalition for Military Families 
The Arizona Coalition for Military Families is a public/private partnership focused on building 

Arizona’s capacity to care for and support all service 
members, veterans, their families and community.  
Prior to forming the Coalition, a team conducted a 
statewide needs assessment by visiting all major 
military installations, talking to community partners 
and meeting with service members and military 
families.  

The general consensus is that there are many programs, 
services and resources available to military and veteran 

families, but the number one need was a central point of coordination to promote stronger 
collaboration.  A secondary need identified was to increase the number of providers and 
organizations with the knowledge and skills to work with the military and veteran population.    

A key initiative of born from this assessment was the Arizona Roadmap to Veteran Employment.  
The Roadmap is a statewide plan that engages public and private sector organizations with a 
goal of connecting service members, veterans and their family members to employment 
opportunities, training & resources. The Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services and the 
Arizona Coalition for Military Families are the lead implementation partners and is supported by 
Governor Doug Ducey 

Role:  ARPA to work as a partner and assist in promoting services and information to ARPA 
members 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs – Veterans Economic Communities 

Initiative (VECI) 
In connection with the First Lady and Dr. Biden’s Joining Forces initiative, the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs, Labor, Defense and Education, the Small Business Administration and the 
Office of Personnel Management, collaborated to design 
and develop the VEC™ to incorporate the best features 
of existing online employment tools. 

The Veterans Employment Center™ (VEC) is the Federal 
government’s single authoritative internet source for 
connecting transitioning Service members, Veterans, 
and their families to meaningful career opportunities. 
The VEC™ is the first government-wide product that 
brings together a reputable cadre of public and private 
employers with real job opportunities, and provides transitioning Service members, Veterans, 
and their families with the tools to translate their military skills into plain language and build a 
profile that can be shared – in real time – with employers who have made a public commitment 
to hire Veterans. 

Role:  ARPA to work as a partner to help communicate the VEC resource to ARPA members 
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Arizona Board of Regents 

Relations with University Presidents 

  

Center for Environmentally Sustainable Mining  

ARPA participates in the The University of Arizona’s Lowell Institute for Mineral Resources (IMR) 

Center for Environmentally Sustainable Mining which focuses on education and research in the 

areas of mining exploration and extraction. The IMR is very interested in developing an 

environmental component to address environmental issues involved in siting and opening new 

mines as well as to address issues left by our mining legacy. The mission of CESM is to develop 

educational, specialized professional training, and research initiatives that address 

environmental issues related to mining activities in arid and semi-arid urban environments. 

Examples include development of novel technologies to: minimize water use and suppress dust 

generation in mining operations; allow green engineering for environmentally responsible new 

mine development; allow long-term assessment of environmental impacts. 
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Improving Industry Perception 

Mining Facility Tours  
In 2015 – 16, ARPA engaged in educational community tours for both the residential and 
technical agency communities to help pique awareness of how critical natural resources are to 
everyday lives of Arizona citizens.  It also helps state and local regulators, planners, and 
technical specifiers understand the mining and processing involved for construction materials 
like ready-mix concrete, cement, and asphaltic concrete and sophistication behind these 
operations 
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Marketing, Collateral, Branding 
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Young Leaders Committee 
 

Description: 

The ARPA Young Leaders Committee focuses on the 

development and training of future leaders of the rock 

products industry 

in Arizona.  Many 

producer 

members, 

managers and 

executives 

recognize the 

need for a robust 

next generation 

leaders group to 

sustain the 

industry long 

term. With the 

average age of the rock products worker hovering at 

approximately 50+ years, it is clear the Rock Products 

Industry needs to prepare our young leaders today.  

Developing this decision making group will bridge the 

leadership gap and bring new energy and ideas that can 

be helpful in an ever changing industry and Association. 

 

Top priorities: 

 ARPA 101 

 Overview of key association issues 

 Community relations presentation 

 Performing essential advocacy 

 Arizona State Capitol tour 

 Federal, state, and local government issues 

 

When they meet:  monthly   

“The ARPA Young 

Leaders Committee 

has provided me with 

networking 

opportunities, views 

of the industry and 

resources that will not 

only benefit myself 

and my company, but 

the future of the rock 

products industry.” 

 

Rebecca Kervella 

Environmental 

Specialist, CalPortland 

Company 
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Southern ARPA Committee 
 

Description: 

The Southern ARPA Committee is an extension of ARPA 

focusing on issues in and around Pima County.  Members 

focus on regional transportation, infrastructure, tax, labor, 

safety and environmental issues facing the industry.  The 

Committee is extremely involved in civic and charitable 

alliances, political issues and provides education to the 

region about the industry. 

 

Top priorities: 

 Presentation from County Administrator  

 Arizona Transportation Builders joint mixer 

 Southern Arizona Construction Career Days event 

 Southern Arizona candidate visits 

 Participation in Pima County bond election 

 Port of Tucson presentation 

 PDEQ director presentation 

 Presentation from Pima Association of 

Governments Director of Transportation 

 

When they meet:  bi-monthly. 

 

  

“Because of the 

respect that it has 

earned, ARPA is an 

effective 

communication 

mechanism to send 

and receive 

information to 

governmental 

agencies that is 

valuable in our 

business.” 

 

Chris Stoltz, 

CalPortland Company, 

VP – Sales Materials 

Group – Arizona 

Region  
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Northern ARPA Committee 
 

Description: 

The Northern ARPA Committee is an extension of ARPA 

focusing on issues in the northern Arizona region.  Members 

focus on regional transportation, infrastructure, tax, labor, 

safety and environmental issues facing the industry.  The 

committee is involved in civic and charitable alliances, 

political issues and provides education to the region about 

the industry. 

 

Top Priorities: 

 Congressional and State representative guests 

(federal, state, and local) 

 Federal Bureau of Land Management and Arizona 

Department of Transportation Presenters 

 Visit with the President of Northern Arizona 

University 

 County aggregate production issue 

 Accelerate Arizona Transportation Roadshow – 

Flagstaff 

 Comments and opposition Grand Canyon National 

Monument Comments 

 Flagstaff Chamber of Commerce 

 

When they meet:  quarterly  

“ARPA gives the small 

outlying operation a 

voice!” 

 

~Mike Hull 

Arizona Materials 

 

 

Northern ARPA Committee meeting 
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Associates Committee 

Description: 
The Associates Committee provides an opportunity for 

ARPA’s Associate Members to discuss industry needs and 

issues.  A number of ARPA’s most important events are 

made possible by the Associates Committee including the 

annual convention, the Meet the Producer breakfast, golf 

tournaments, and many of the educational forums offered 

by ARPA. 

 

Top Priorities: 

 Development of ENR Southwest special mining 

section publication 

 Associate mixers at the ARPA Office and the Spring 

Training Game 

 Meet the Producer breakfast meetings with 

CalPortland, Vulcan Materials, ASARCO, SRMG 

 Development of the ARPA members Buyer’s Guide 

 Associate sponsored Board of Director’s breakfast 

meetings 

 “Members doing business with members” 

membership promotion campaign 

 Associate’s involvement on the ARPA Convention 

planning committee 

 

When they meet:  quarterly  

“It allows us, 

Southwestern Scale, 

the opportunity to 

work with our 

customers for the 

betterment and 

economic 

sustainability of the 

industry.  An 

industry that is 

critical to our 

regional and local 

economy. – Mark 

Murdza, 

Southwestern Scale.” 

 

Mark Murdza, 

Southwestern Scale 
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Holiday Luncheon 
 

ARPA hosts a holiday appreciation luncheon as a thank you to our 

gracious association members who give of their time and resources 

to make great things happen for the organization every year. In 

December 2015 we had 

just short of 500 RSVPs.  

The event is attended by 

numerous lawmakers, 

elected officials, state 

agency staff and industry 

partners.    

 

Golf Mixer – October 2, 2015 at Whirlwind Golf Club 
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Quarterly Associates Mixer – 

Spring Training Game 

 

ARPA Annual Convention 

  

Presenters included: 

Congressman Paul Gosar, 

Congressman David 

Schweikert, 

Representative Rick Gray, 

Lisa Atkins, Eileen Klein, 

Michael Johnson, Lee 

McPheters, Vanessa 

Hickman, Kevin McCarthy, 

Cheryl Lombard, Brittney 

Kaufmann, Greg Linaman, 

Spencer Kamps, Gregg 

Monger, Bert Acken, Sam 

Lofland and Rod Ross. 
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Meet the Producer/Associate meetings 
 

In 2015 – 2016, the ARPA Associates Committee hosted 

four Meet the Producer breakfast meetings to introduce 

producer companies to suppliers in the 

association.  These meetings are an invaluable way to 

provide critical information on how to do business with 

each other and network with the proper individuals 

given the products and services offered by associate 

members.  The four producer companies represented 

were CalPortland, Vulcan Materials Company, Salt River 

Materials Group, and ASARCO. 

Members E-Buyers Guide 
 

In keeping with the strategic plan 

on membership services and the 

concept of “Members Doing 

Business with Members,” the 

online buyers guide was developed 

in January, 2016.  This guide 

highlights the products and 

services of ARPA Associate 

members as well as their brand 

identity to Producer 

members.  Having an accessible 

and easy to read electronic buyers 

guide allows for better 

communication between members 

and an increased awareness of 

suppliers that support the mining 

industry. 
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Looking forward 
 

In the upcoming year, ARPA will continue to engage with key policy makers on transportation, 

taxation and regulatory issues that impact our industry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will you help? 
 

 

 

  

 

 

If you fail to plan you plan to fail. 

~United States Marine Corp 


