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Aggregate
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Aggregate is crushed rock or natural gravel screened to various sizes. It can be made of almost any rock type or most mineral species providing the particles are hard enough to survive processing and application. Aggregate may be natural sand and gravel, crushed stone, or a blend. Gravel is naturally occurring, loose, rounded fragments of rock that will pass a 3-inch sieve and be retained on a No. 4 U.S. Standard sieve (3/16 inch). Sand is mineral grains whose particle size varies from a No. 4 sieve to a No. 200 sieve. Gravel is loose soil composed of particles between 1/16 mm and 2 mm in diameter. Certain rocks and minerals are detrimental if included in aggregate for most uses, in particular minerals of low hardness (below 2.5), those easily soluble in water, sulfate minerals, and clays. The best aggregate is usually made of silicate rocks and minerals. However, limestones and marbles are used for aggregate in some parts of the country.

Group

Igneous, metamorphic, and some sedimentary

Origin

Hard rocks formed by most geologic processes. Alluvial rock material.

Grain Size 

Coarse to medium fine (see description of sand and gravel above)

Color

Any, but lighter colors are preferable. Special architectural applications may require a specific color when visible in the final application.

AZ Locations 

Apache, Cochise, Coconino, Gila, Graham, Greenlee, La Paz, Maricopa, Mohave, Navajo, Pima, Pinal, Santa Cruz, Yavapai, and Yuma Counties

Uses

The primary constituent of concrete, brick mortar, and construction rock for fill and base in road construction. Some varieties may be used for ground cover.




